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promoting gambling sweeps and trying
to make a it of money out of them, we
should hand this eountry back fo its
original inhabitants. It iz a blot on the
fair island of Tasmania that its Govern-
ment depend upon receiving so mueh
from this viee of the public towards their
annual revenue,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The Federal Gov-
ernment have tried to stop Taltersall’s
and have not succeeded.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Fed-
eral Government have had an opporlu-
nity to puat a stop to the sweeps.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: None of (hem
could see any way to stop them excepi
hy extending the Constitution.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: These are
the only points I intend to touch upon.
I agnin repeat that I am in doubt as to
why ihe committee were appointed. If
it was in order to assist the Government
to ohtain a mass of valuable evidence,
even though in some particulars the re-
port might not be in aceordance with
their wishes, there is plenty of material
on which to frame a new Bill. Ten years
ago, however, a committee were appointed
and brought in a number of valuable
recommendations that have not heen
acted upon from that day to this. The
report of the joint committee might share
a similar fate, but I have this suggestion
to offer, that the - Government should
apply the law of the land as it stands,
and if they do so most of the trouble will
quickly disappear. Betting by the book-
makers on racecourses is illegal. Prose-
entions have been instiluled against hook-
makers, and I believe against the clubs
that permitted them to operate. These
cases were dismissed by the magistrate.
I am not questioning the wisdom of his
deci<ion, hut he said it was eontrarv to
the poliey 10 enfaree the law, and T he-
lieve rhere was ample evidence that these
prosecutions were malicious and  were
inslituted by some man who had a gradge
acainst lhe parties in question. Let it
be the policy of the Governmenl in the
futore, and particularly at the present
arisis, ino enforce thig law—enforee it on
every racecourse in the Siate—prahihit
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bookmaking, and carry out the law ag it
stands, and also confine the use of the
totalisator to bona fide amateur elubs in
accordance with the law as it stands. If
these two things are done, I am sure a
great deal more would be accomplished
than by giving effect to the detailed pro-
posals contained in the reporl of this
Joint select committee.

On motion by Hon. J. F. Cullen de-
hate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.3 p.m.
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QUESTION — TIMBER, IMPORTED
FERSUS LOCAL.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (for Mr. O’Logh-
len) asked the Minister for Mines: 1,
Is he aware that oregon timber is being
used in conneetion with the Harvey irri-
gation works? 2, What explanation does
the engineer offer for not using loecal
hardwoods?

The MINISTER IFQOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Loeal timber is being
used largely and wlerever possible. Ore-
gon 13 only used where the local timber
is unsuitable owing to its tendeney to
warp, as in the ease of face boards for
conerete.

PAPERS—TROTTING ASSOCIATION
LEASE, KALGOORLIE,

On motion by Hon. Frank WILSON
ordered: That all papers in connection
with the application for and granting of
a special lease to the W.A, Trobting As-
sociation at Kalgoorlie, and all papers
in connection with the application for
and granting of a mining lease to Jas.
Arthur Combe under the same ground
and for ground adjoining, be placed upon
the Table of the House.

PAPERS—RAILWAY IRREGULARI-
TIES, CASE OF HUGH McLEOD.

On motion by My, SMITH ordered:
That all papers in connection with the
Hugh McLeod case be laid on the Table
of the House,

RETURN — PUBLIC LIBRARY,
MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY.

On motion by Mr, TAYLOR ordered :
That a return be laid on the Table of
the House showing: 1, List of offices
held by employees of the Trustees of the
Publiec Library, Museum, and Art Gal-
lery, togetber with selaries and emolu-
ments attaching to each office. 2, The
terms of the engagemenis of such offi-

cers.
tees referred to in the secretary’s stafe-

3, The commitments of the trus-’
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ment published in the West Austrg-
lian on  12th Qetober, 1915. 4, What
rights, if any, have any of the officers
to engage fin private practice. 5, How
much was expended on books, papers,
and periodicals for the yecar ending 30th
June, 1915. 6, How much on art subjects
and pictures during the same period.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

CounciVs Amendments.

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Couneil now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. MeDowall in the Chair; Hon,
R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister)
in charge of the Bill,

No. 1.—Clause 33, paragraph (d):
strilte out all the words after ‘‘such’ in
line 1 and insert ‘‘grain’’ in lieu:

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed ito.

No. 2—S8chedule D; in the definition
of ‘“wheat’’ strike out ‘‘seed’’:

Hon. R. H. GNDERWOOD: I am of
opinion that the word “seed” gobt in
there by mistake. It is quite unnecessary.
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Conneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 3—New clanse: Add the follow-
ing to stand as Clause 8:—Application
of Act to Government Railways, The
Commissioner of Police may, by arrange-
ment with the Commissioner of Railways,
from time to time examine and test any
weighing instroment used on the Govern-
ment Railways:

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: This
new clause was requested by the deputy
leader of the Opposition when the Bill
was before this House. However, there
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was some diffieculty in respect to the
drafling, su tl was juserted in another
place. But before we agree to this clause,
T would like to amend its numnber, making
it seven instead of eight, as proposed by
the Couneil.  If hon. members look at
the Bill they will see that Clause 7 is
the first elause in Part I1. of the Bill. 1
want thiz new eclause to come within Part
I. Therefore T move an amendmeni on
the Council’=s amendment—

That “No. 8§ he struck ouwt and ~No.
7V ipserted in liew.

Amendment on the amendment passed;
the Council’s amendment. as amended,
agreed to,

No. 4 —New clause: Add the following
to stand as Clause 52:—“Regulations
and By-laws—32. (1.} Any regulation
or by-law made or purporting to he made
under or by virtue of this Aet shall—
{a) be published in the Gazette; (b) take
effect from the date of publication or
from a later date to be specified therein;
and () be judicially noticed, and unless
and until disallowed as hereinafler pro-
vided, or exeept in go far as in eonfliet
with any express provision of this or any
other Act, be conclusively deemed to bhe
valid, (2.} Such regulations and by-
laws shall be laid before hoth ITouses of
Parliament within fourteen days after
publieation if Parliament is in session.
and if not, then within fourteen days
after the commencement of the next ses-
sion. (3.) If either House of Parliament
pass a resolution at any time within oue
month after any such regulation or by-
law has been laid before them disallowing
such regulation or by-law, then the same
shall thereupon cease to have effect. sub-
ject, however, to such anid the like sav-
ings as apply in the case of the repeal
of a statute”:

Hon. R, H, TNDERWOOD: I move—
fhat the amendment be agreed to.

The main portion of the amendment pro-
virdes that either House might reject rean-
lations.

Qnestinn passed; the Council’s amend-
ment acreed to.
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[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Resolutions  reported. the report
adopted, and a Message accordingly re-
turned to the Coungil,

BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMEXDMENT.

(‘ouncil’s Amendments,

Schedule ol six anendments made by
the Couneil now considered.

In Commitlee.

Mr. MeDowall in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Mines in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.—Clanse 6, paragraph (e.):
Strike out (he words “be elecied by duly
registered unions of mine workers in
accordance with the regulations” and in-
sert the words “in accordance with the
regulations be elected by the majority of
persons bona fide employed in the mines
in the several mining districts®:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Bill provided for the election of work-
men’s inspectors by duly registered unions
of mine workers, and the amendment seeks
to provide for their election by a majority
of ihe persons employed in the mines.
The question has already heen dehated,
and T move—

That the amendnent be not agreed
to.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Why not? Tt is
a reasonable amendment.

The AMINXTSTER FTOR MINES: The
clause was more reasonable than the
amendment is. The properly econstituted
utnions have been recognised in similar
lemislation, namely, the Arhitration Aet,
for many years and this measure is on
all fours with that. An overwhelming
majority of the men emploved in the
mines, and parficularlv of those working
underground, are members of the miners’
union. and it would be much easier for
them than for the mine wovrkers as a whole
lo elect workmen’s inspectors.

Ton. J. D. Connolly: What percentage
af the men emploved in"the mines are
in the union?
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The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: We
have no statistics, but I believe it varies
from 70 to 90 per cent. in the different
distriets. There is no district in the State
where the majority of the men do not
belong to some union, Therefore I see
no reason why they should not elect the
workmen’s inspectors.  This prineciple
has been recognised in other countries
and the demand for the appeintment of
workmen's inspectors has always eman-
ated from the organised bodies.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs: The non-unionist to-
day is really outside the pale of all in-
dustrial laws,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, he is a ral.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: There
is no doubt most of our industrial legis-
lation dees not recognise the non-unionist.
If it has been thought pood to Tecognise
the rights of organised bodies, and ig-
nore the rights of unorganised men in
connection with other similar legislation,
there is no reason why the same should
not be done in this case,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It was rather
amusing to hear the interjeetion of the
member for Subiaco. It is somewhat on
a par with the Kaiser's desired system of
domination in European matters. The
hon. member endorses the statement made
by the secretary of the Trades Hall some

‘time ago that non-unionists were rats and
-ought to be made te live the lives of rats.
I take exception to such expressions; if is
time they were stopped.

Mr. Green: How would a lawyer he
treated if he charged less than the regis-
tered fee?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Beeause
some men do not agree with hon. mem-
bers opposite and their trade unions, they
think such men should not be able to earn
a living. Members with an undoubted
wish to be fair ought not to endorse such
a thing.

The Premier: You have to endorse it
becanse it is a faet,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I will not
endorse it, and will do my best to per-
suade the Committee to agree to the
amendment, The trade unions are a!;—
tempting to treat people outside their
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ranks in this unfair manner, and the Pre-
mier and his colleagues, under pressure
from the Trades Hall, are trying to make
life unbearable for anyone who disagrees
with them. This will recoil on their own
heads. One of these days they them-
selves will be anxious to shake off the
shackles of the Trades Hall—-I daresay
they would like to do so now—and when
{hat time comes, they will wish they had
not been so pronounced in their advo-
cacy of such proposals.

The Premier: I like that from you—
dominated by the Employers' Federation
of which you form a part.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am not
even a member of it. T am independent
of the Employers’ Federation and the
Trades Hall, and I aobject to being
stamped out of existence by either of
them.

The Premier: Do not you work in eom-
bination with other eoal owners?

Hon., FRANIKKX WILSON: There is a
coal ownerg’ association,

The Premier: There you are,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That has
nothing to do with the Employers’ Fed-
eration.

The Premier: They are a part of the
Employers’ Federation,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They are
not.

The Premier: What do you do with the
coal owner at Collie if he stands oniside
your arrangements?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What I
would like to de with the Premier, wipe
him out, put him outside the pale of the
taw for the time being and then, perhaps,
the country would improve. Then all,
including the Premier, if he gave a fair
day’s work for a fair day’s pay, would
have a chance to live, The Minister for
Mines was remarkably modest; he
thought the amendment required no de-
bate. As a matter of fact he was on thin
ice and, if he had done his duty to his
own people and to the rest of the State,
he would bave accepted the amendment.
The amendment amounts to this: it is
desired that the inspectors shall be
elected by the workers on the mines, and
not by only one section of them. It is
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possibly true that 70 tv Y0 per cent. of the
men working on the goldfields belong to
some union. and that there is anything
from 10 to 30 per cent. who are not mem-
bers of uniens, We hear so much about
protecting the lives of the workers, and
vet from 10 to 30 per cent. of the work-
ers who are not members of unions are to
have no say in the appointment of thesc
inspectors.  Therefore, the lives of one
seclion of the workers are of no conse-
queuce, while the lives of the other see-
tion are of the wreatest eonsequence.
Why should not non-unionists have as
much right in this matter as the unionists
themselves? The Government, however,
say, “We have our trades union organisa-
iton; we have made it into a hnge poli-
tical maehine which has got eharge of the
country, and we are going to bring all the
pressure we ¢an tv bear upen anyone out-
side, so that his life shall be miserable
until he joins our ranks.” The amend-
ment is a just one. The argument that it
15 noft so convenient does not hold good.
Is it not just as convenient to take a
ballot on the mnine as the men go off shift
as to take a ballot at the Trades Hall?
Why foree all these acts of Ihe workers
into lhe Trades Hall, espeeially in view
of the faet that 30 per eent. of the
workers have no rvight of nccess to the
Trades Hall? T hope the Committee will
pass the amendment as reruested.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
Inmself Dbelieves in unionisin. net the
brand, of eourse, that means that the men
emploved 1 an industry ecan hand to-
wether for the purpose of protecting their
own interests, bui the brand of unionism
whieh would he at the will and whim of
the Employers’ Federation. This is Lhe
Lbrand he desires to inaugurate in West-
ern Australia,

Hon. Trank Wilson: This is a vol-
untary system. Tt is a different brand
to the irades hall unionism.

The PREMIER: [f industrial union-
ism does not suit the hon. member, it
becomes somme kind of terrorism which has
to be put down at once. l.et me remind
hin of the Packers' union. The leader of
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the Uppusition said on the publie plai-
torm that ke welcomed this union, whieh
was formed by the employers’ federatiion
for the purpose of blackmailing, wlen
they had an opportunmity of doing su,
all recognised unions throughout .Ausira-
tia.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That was not su.

The PREMIER : 1t was, "There is evi-
dence in Hensard which 1 produced. aml
which showed « stalement made by the
president of the .\ustralian FEmployers
Federation in London, to the effeet that
they had formed a union and had estah-
lished an employment bureau, and had
laid it down as a rule that before a man
rould register in the burean bhe had to
join that union, They also subsidised
the union. 1In this way the emplovers
formed a union.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER: 1t is in Hansard and
van be looked up. 1 brought to ibe
Uhamber a newspaper report of the utter-
ances in London of the president of that
orgnnisation.  The hon. member on ihe
public platform in Western  Australia
said he weleomed that union into Western
Australia.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 wonld welcome
any independent union.

The PREMIKER: The hon. tember
would weleome any  organisation that
would undermine the true and uwnadulter-
ated form of unionism which has stoodl
for ygenerations past for the uplifting
of the worker. We have a difference ol
opinion as to whether unionism should
embrace every man. if he so desires, em-
ploved on a mine, for the selection of
these ¢heck inspectors, or whether we
should leave it open to anvaone to prepare
the roll for the purpose of conducrin
the election,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Regulations are
provided for.

The PREMIER: What do ihe rezula-
tions provide for? Someone must pre-
pare the roll for the purpese of eonduct-
ing the eleetion. Tf the hon. member
was on the Treasury henches he wonll
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make regulations for the mine owners to
prepare the roll. He wonld thus get be-
liind this particular eclause of the Bill.
The leader of the Oppaosition suggested
that the lives of 30 per cent. of the work-
ers were to be disregarded becaunse they
did not belony to unions. Ave 70 lo D0
per cent. of the workers going to risk
their own lives st the expense of the 30
per cent.? 1t is absurd {o suggest that
the union workers will appoint check in-
specfors in such a way as to do an injury
to the non-mnionists when in doing so
they must do an injury to themselves.
The method supgested is the only practical
one by which the check inspeetors can
be appointed if their services are going
to give satisfaction. In onr Arbitration

Courts only two parties to au industrial’

dispute are leard, one side being re-
preseniative of the employers, and the
other representaiive of the union. 1In
such ecases men wio are not members of
the nnions are not represented or recog-
nised, and why should they be recogniserd
in this case which is of more vital impor-
tance than the queslion of a daily wage
of 1s. or 125.7 There should be no ob-
Jjection to the elause as it originally passe
this Chamber. The leader of the Opposi-
tion iz only doing a little special plead-
ing in order Lo make members helieve
that in ihe opinion of thig side of the
House men who «o not helong to unionz
are ontside the pale of the law. What
the memher for Subiaco said was that
men who were not members of industrial
unions were nof recoghised under our
industrial laws. That is a stalement of
fact which cannot he denied by the leader
of the Opposition.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The leader of the
Opposition became indignanl coneerning
the stalement of fact which T put for-
ward. Imumediately upon the outbreak of
war the British {Government summonad
into consultalion  representatives of all
the organised labour in Great Britain, but
not one representative of nnorgani:od
labour was invited to take part in
the ileliberations= concerning the mann-
facture of necessities for the ecoun-
try during the peried of war. Fur-
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thermore, when the coal trouble oe-
curred in Soulh Wales, members of
the British Cabinet invited represen-

talives of the unions to confer with
them in regard to it, but did not invite
representatives of the workers who were
not members of industrial unions,

Hon. Frank Wilson: How do
know ?

My, B, J. 8TUBBS: Ounly representa-
tives of industrial wnions were consulted
about bringing this dispute to an end.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: They are not
political labour unions: they are trades
unions. .

Mr. B. J. 8STUBBS: They are just vs
much pelitical organisations as any unions
in Western Australia. Take the action of
the ("hamher of Miunes jtsell, When that
organisation desired to draw up an indus-
trial agreement they only invited members
of unions to consider the matter. That
is a strong argument against non-union-
ists being allowed to enter into this pai-
ticular matter. There is also the question
of the preparation of (he roll, if we are
to have non-unionists as well as uniynists
upon it.

Mr. Taylor: If a man has heen &
trafdesman for 20 years, be still mnst re-
sign from the union if he is not work-
ing in the industry.

AMr. B. J. STUBBS: Yes.
on the union hooks must be that of a
buna fide worker in the industry, When
the secretary of the lndependent Work-
evs’ Union was x Perth he had numerous
consultations with the leader of the Qp-
position. Of course it wus claimed that
the consnltations were only about the un-
employved difffenlty. At the same time,
il 15 n strange eoincidence Lhat a meeting
was called in Perth for the purpose of
fatnebing  the TIndependent \Workers’
L'niun.  Unorganised labour is not recoz-
nsl {o-day in any part of the worll
where industrial legislation exists, The
non-recognition of the small perceniage
of non-nnijonists so far as the election of
rheck inspeciors is conrerned the leader
of the Opposition econstrims into dis-
regard For the lives of ihe non-unionists.
Ralher should il be elaimed (hat The non-

yonu

Every name
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unionists show a disregard for the lives
of unionisis, and aise [or thetr own, by
their preference for eringing to ihe em-
plovers instead of agitating to obtain
safe conditions of working.

Mr. TAYLOR: I wish to point out to
the leader of the Opposition that in adopt-
ing this amendment we should be depart-
ing trom all the principles laid down here
and in another Chamber when formulat-
ing industrial legislation. TFor the last
15 years we have recognised the principle
that organised employers should {reat
with organised workers, That prineiple
would have found expression in the pres-
ent Bill, even if members now in Opposi-
tion had heen on the Treasury bench,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The argo-
ment of the member for Mount Margaret
is unsound. Tt is true that our industrial
arhitration legislation provides that men
must organise for the purpose of ap-
proaching the eourt. Bui any 21 workers
ean form themselves inte a union and
rezister for that purpose.

Mr. Foley: No.

My, Taylor: Tryv it

Hon. FRANIK WILSON: 1 have al-
wways sald that T would make the arbi-
tration court as free as a court of small
debtz,  The member for Subiaco has
dragged in the Independent Workers'
Union of Melbourne, T thiok that union
is still in existence in Melbourne.

Mr. B. I. Stubbs: We do not hear
much of it,

Hon. YRANK WILSON: The only
public expression of opinion T ever gave
with regard to that body was that T wel-
romed a free and independent union of
workers, a non-political hody. As re-
vards the Premier’s remarks concerning
the Employers” Federation, T have to
point out that the employers are not all
of (he same politieal faith. and {hat the
ohjeet of their federation is to advance,
not their peolifies, but their industry. The
clavse as it originally stood asks us to
enaet something that is incongruous and
repugnant. There is no insurmouniable
diffiealty  in  allowing non-unionists teo
have a sayv in this matter., hecause the
workmen’s inspectors eould be elected
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on the pay sheets. Would evervbody
voling on a Trades Hall roll be really
qualified to vote? Certainly not. Many
of them would not be workers at all, In
reply to the remarks of the member for
Subiaco, let me point out that Mr. Lloyd
George in no way represented British
capital in conneetion with ihe coal sirike.
Mr, Lloyd George is a true democrat,
representing all classes, and more es-
pecially the working class. Naturally he
consulted the leaders of the men who
were kicking up the row. The proposal
of the Government is just the same as if
the Premier, in the event of the election
of a representative from this Parlia-
ment to the Iinperial Parliament, were to
contend thal members on the Opposition
side should not be permitted to vote at
all because they were not Labourites. The
iovernment ought to accept the Coun-
cil’s amendment, which would be accept-
able to o very fair proportion of the
workers. Tt enables all the men on the
mine, whether unionist or non-unionist,
to elect the man ‘who, in conjunction
with the distriet inspector, is to be re-
sponsible for the proper inspection of
the workings,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Would yon allow
non-unionists to vote for a workers' re-
presentative on the arbitration eowrt
heneh?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I did not
either permit lhem to vote or prevent
them from voting.

Mr. FOLEY: T trust the House will
not agree to the amendment, which is
unfair, not to the non-unionists, but to
those who take an interest in the welfare
of mine workers. Mining unionism is a
different thing from city unionism, and
iz used for different purposes. In the
TFastern States if there is any trouble in
a mine, if there in an inrush of water or
if the safety of the mine, not the men, is
jeopardised, almost since the ineeption
of unionism tlie union of emplovers has
always gone to the employees’ union and
consulted with them as to the hest means
of effecting a remedy. On our goldfields
before the advent of unionism, fthings
were nof too good and the conditions
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under which the men worked were cer-
tainlv not good. The conditions under
which the emplovers had to work their
mines were not as efficient as they are at
the present time. The efliciency has been
lirought ahout by the good spirit existing
lietween the union of emplovers and the
union of emplovees. Wlhere does the
lender of the Opposition get his infor-
mation from?

Hon. Frank Wilson:
el yours?

Mr. FOLEY: I have got mine from
a lifelong experience in an industry
which the hon. gentleman knows nothing
ahout.

Hon, Frank Wilson: 1 was working
in a mine before you saw one.

My, FOLEY: The system of mining
that the hon. member knows of is as
dead as Julins Caesar. When this and
other Bills of a similar nature were be-
fore this Chamber the whole of the data
given to the leader of the Opposition
eame from one of the strongest unions in
existence, namely the Chamber of Mines.
The data whieh the leader of the Opposi-
tion is working upon at the present time
i= exactly similar to the data given to
the Minister for Alines by Mr. Thomas
Maughan, The union ihat the Premier
spoke of was guoted in a speech by Mr.
Blackwood of Melbourne. Mr. Black-
wood was President of the Employers’
Federation. Mr. Blackwood belicves in
unionism, like the leader of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Canning, Mr.
Blackwood’s remarks were these—

Where do you

The next step taken by the em-
plovers as far as this union was eon-
cernedd was to establish a Labour
Bureau within the building which the
employers were asked to patronise.
This essential feature of employ-
ment has been the means of largely
increasiny the membership. The men
seemed nafurally to go where they
eguld secure work. Those who turn up
gengrally from G0 to 70 a day, are
earefully serutinised by the bureaw’s
seerelary when all obvious loafers are
passed ont.
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They must have great powers of discern-
ment if they can tell a loafer from the:
warker by merely looking at him.
The respectable men’s names are én-
tered in a register and employment
found for them as soon as possible.
This is where their unionism comes in—
Before taking up a job they must be-
come mecmbers of the Independent
Workers’ Union by putting 1s. down
aned agreeing to pay 6d. a week sub-
seription.
Is that not preference to a union of non-
deseripts, a union that never fought for
anything in their lives? That is the kind
of unionism thal the leader of the Op-
position siicks up for. The unionism
which we wish to see recognised is the
unionism that we know., In my district
97 per cent. of those engaged in the min-
ing industry are members of unions and
in the other districts 1 think the per-

centage of miners who belong to the

unions is certainly not lower than 70
anywhere. The very small percentage
who do not belong to the unions merely
sit idly by and have no trouble or worry.
They merely do their work. The men in
the unions have fought the battles for
the others and got for them all that it
was possible to get, namely the condi-
tions which they are enjoying at the pre-
sent time.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort. Take the Lumpers’ Union. They
will not admit them ihere.

Mr, FOLEY : There is not a man work-
ing in or abouf a mine who cannot get
into a union of workers in the mining
industry if he wants to do so,

Hon. J. Mitchell: What does he pay?

Mr. FOLEY : The large sum-of 25, and
then a subseription of 1s. a week, which
entitles him to he placed in the position
of not asking for charity if he gets hurt.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What do you deo
with the 1s. a week? It goes info a polit-
ieal Tund, a lot of it.

Mr. FOLEY: A political fund wonld
not get very rich on 15, a week. When
we read the report of the Registrar of
Friendly Societies we see a reference to
the fact that the amounf of accident pay
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is creeping up until it takes up almast
the whole of that 1s. a week. The unionist
engaged in mining thus makes himself
independent of charity, and the very first
to whom our non-unionist friends apply
ave those whom he has traduced all the
time. The unionist in the mining dis-
triets seldom, if ever, turns down an
appeal for assisiance. 1t is absolutely
fair, considering that the unions year in
and vear out have done something to
better their cunditions and have dene a
good deal to put the mining industry on
a hetter basis of working, that every mem-
ber of IParliament should see that ade-
quafe Teroguition is given to unionism,
8o far as accidents on the goldfields
are concerned, many of them have hap-
pened to non-unionists, and no hon. mem-
ber can say thai a unionist has refused
to go to the assistance of his fellow man
in the event of his heing a non-unionist.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What has that to
do with this amendment?

Mr. FOLEY: Nothing except that it
puts the unionist in a true light. The
leader of the Opposition said that there
is diserimination where the life of a miner
is concerned.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I said nothing
of the sort.

Mr. FOLEY: At any rate [ want to
emphasise that there 15 no diserimination
in mining where the safely of life is con-
cerned. 1f the amendment is not agreed
to the untons will have to provide the
money for the machinery to earry out
the election. Last session 1le Country
party in another place definitely pro-
mised that when the miners required as-
sistance they would farnish it; yet. in
face of that, the division lists on this
_ Bill in another place show that those
members were not sincere in their pro-
mige. However. whether the amendment
i& agreed to or not, T believe the unton-
ists will have =ufficient numbers to elect
their own representatives, (ne hon. mem-
her said that anv 15 men could form n
union.  That may be so in some indus-
tries. but not in mining, Tn the debate
on the Iealth Bill in another place all
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inembers aecepted the andvire of the one
medical man among their nuwmbers; if it
was a legal question. the opinions of tha
Attorney General and the member for
Canning {Mr. Robingon) in thizs House
would be accepted; why then should not
the advice of mining representatives be
accepted on a Bill of rhis nature? I
irust the amendment will be negatived.

Mr. CHESSON: The Arbiiration Aet
provides thai only uniouists =hall vole
in the prepavation ol a citation For ibe
courl. Following thai direction 1 con-
tend that none but upivnists should have

~a say in the election of the workmen’s

inspectors.  On the Murchison 95 per
cent.. of the miners are Britishers: the
other five per cent, are foreigners, and
should have no voice in the eleetion of a
workmen’s inspeclor. Just now heavy

calls ave Dbeing made on the Brit-
ishers for war funds. and we are
told that conseription is to come

presently. When conseription arrives the
Britishers will be ealled upen to go to
the war. and those left in the mines will
he principally foreigners, swho, if {he
Council’'s amendment s agreed fo, will
then have all the sax in the election of
workmen'’s inspectors, A man appointed
inspecter by the unionists will have some
ability, but the foreigners would vote for
any man who happens to be popular with
ihem. YWhen a workers® representative is
called npon to view the seene of an acci-
dent, and take up the casze, he takes it
up on hehalf of non-unionists ns well as
unionists, If the mine-owners are to con-
trol the ballot, only the men on the pay-
sheet will be allowed to vote, but if the
hallot is taken on the union rolls men
working in litfle shows will be entitled
to vote for an inspertor. wha, in point of
Tact. will he elected to look after the in-
terests of all the miners in the district.

Question put and a division taken with
the following resnli :—

Aves .. ‘s .. 16
Noes . .. A |
Majority for .. B
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ATYEB,
Mr. Aogwin Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Carpenter Mr. B. J. Stubbe
Mr. Chessco Mr, Taylor

Mr. Collier Mr, Thomas

Mr. Foley ! Mr. Underwood
Mr. Green Mr, Walker
Mr. Johnston Mr. Willmott
Mr. Mullapy Mr. Bolton
' (Teller).
NoEs,
Mr. Alleo Mr. AMltchell
Mr. Connolly Mr, Robinson
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr, Gllchrist Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hickmott © Mr. Male
Mr. Lefroy i Teller).

Question thus passed;
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2—Clause 9: Strike ont the clause
and insert the following:—* Workmen's
inspectors shall be appointed for a term
not to exceed two years, but they shall
be eligible for re-appoiniment. A work-
man’s inspector may be removed from
his office by the Minister for any caunse
which the Minister may, in his disere-
tion, deem sufficient.”’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No 3.—Claunse 10: Strike out the word
#an’’ in line one and insert the words “a
dlistriet or special”:

The MINISTER
move—

That the amendment be ngreed to.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 4 —Clanse 10: Add at the end of
the elause the following :—*A workmen’s
inspector shall have power to do all o
any of the following things, namely—
{(a) To make examination and inquiry
to ascertain whelher the provisions of this
Act affecting any mine are complied with:
(b} To enter, inspect. and examine any
mine and every part thereof at all times
by day or night, with such assistants ss
he may Jdeem necessary. hut so as nol un-
necessarilv fo impede or obstruet (he
working of the mine: (¢} To examine
info and wmake Inquiry respecting ilie
state and condition of any mine or any

the Council’s

FOR MINES: I
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part thereol, and of all 1patters or things
connected with or relating to the sateby
or well-being of the persons or animals
employed therein or in any mine contig-
uous thereto, and for the purpose of such
examination or inquiry the inspector may
require the attendance of any mine offieial
or employee, and such official or employee
shall attend accordingly: (d) With ihe
authority of a distriet inspector, but not
otherwise, to initiate and eondiet prose-
cutions against persons offending against
the provisions of this Act: (e) Where
a district inspector is not available, or
with the anilbority of a distriet inspector,
to obtain written statements from wit-
nesses, and to appear at inquiries held
respecting mining accidents, and at in-
quesls, and to call and examine witnesses,
and to cross-examine witnesses’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [
propse to amend this amendment. I
auree to aceept paragraphs (a), (b), (s)
and (d}. In paragraph (e) the words
inseried are, ~Wiere a distriet inspector
is not available or with the authority of
a distriet inspector io obtain written stale.
ments from witnesses, ele.” I will aceept
that alse, I move—

That the Council's amendment be
amended by inserting ol the end of [he
paragraphs, “(f) To exercise generally
such other powers as are in his discre-
tion necessury for carrying this Act into
effect.”

This is only restoring some of the powers
which it was propesed to confer upon
workmen’s inspectors in the first place.
The amendment made by the Counneil
strips  workmen’s inspeetors of their
powers in an importani direetion.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Paragraph (f)
would give them evervthing which s not
contained in paragraphs (d) and (e},

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
It would give them general power ns re-
gards the administralion of the Act.

Mr. Rohinson: What powers are thev?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
are powers to enforce the Act already in
force. Oniy such powers as are conferred
upon workmen’s inspeclors by the many
provisions of the Mines Regulation Mg
are to be given,
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Mr. Robinson: Wounld the Jinister
be willing to add the words “and snch
other powers given by this Act” to para-
eraph (f) in place of the words which
give diseretion to the inspector?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is no need for that. No inspector can go
outside the powers conferred ou him un-
der the A¢t, The words suggested would
be superfluous,

Hon, Frank Wilson: A workmen’s in-
spector evuld shut down a section of a
mine beeause he thoughi il dangerons
without going to the district inspeetor.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not
without woing te the distriet inspector.
The disirict inspector mmself has no
power to elose down absolutely and en-
tivelv a part of a mine. If it is neces-
sary, however, these powers are con-
ferred on the district inspector and the
special inspector hy the amendment. Tt
is quite conceivable that ihe powers
which mighi he necessarv for a distriet
inspector to exercise upon occasions may
also be necessary on the side of the work-
men’s inspector. The workmen's inspee-
tors will bave to administer the Aect in
places where the distriet inspector is not
available, or may not be likely to he
visiting sueh places for two or three
months, Tf it = necessary for a distriet
inspector to have certain powers when
visiting a remole goldfields centre once
in three months, it is alse essential thar
the workmen’s inspectors should have
those powers in the absence of the dis-
tricl inspecior.

Mr. Robingon: Will this paragraph
give them thiz power?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T think
so.

Mr. Robinson: Will not other words
have v he used in order to convey that
meaning?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
fo bhe taken in conjunclion with other
powers which ave also conferred. The
only specific power which a workmen’s
inspector has is contained in these
amendments.  Outside Clause 10 the
workmen's inspector will have no power
whatever, The intention of the Bill is
that he shall not he subjected to any
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greater restrictions than these imposed
upon a disirict inspector with regard to
the safety ot a wune or taking precau-
tions in regard fo dangerous places un-
derground. in the circumstances that I
have just related. Tt is necessary that
the powers conferred under paragraph
(£) shonld be given to the workmen's
inspeciors if thev are going to fulfil the
duties which are expected of them under
this Bill.

Amendment pul and passed.

Question as amended passed; rthe
Couneil’s amendment as amended agreed
to.

No. 5.—New clause: Add the follow-
ing lu stand as No. 4:—"Section sixteen
of the prin¢ipal Aect is hereby repealed™:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
amendmeni simply proposes to repeal
Section 16 of the principal Aect. That
section deals with workmen’s inspectors
as they were appointed in the past. Now
that we are agreeing to other methods
there is really no further need for that
section, I therefore move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed: the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 6.—New clause: Add the follow-
ing clanse:—1. Any regulation or by-
law made or purporting to he made un-
der or by virtue of this Aect shall—{a.)
be published in the Gazefte; (L.} iake
effect from the date of publication or
from a later date to be specified therein;
and (c.) be judicially noticed. and unless
and until disallowed as heretnafter pro-
vided, or except in so far as in conflict
with any express provision of this or any
other Aect, he conclusively deemed to be
valid. 2, Such regulations and by-laws
shall be laid before hoth Houses of Par-
linment within fourleen davs after pub-
lication if Parliament is in session, and
if not, ihen within fourteen days after
ihe commencement of the next session.
3. Tf either House of Parliament pass =z
resolution al any time within one month
after any sueh rezulation or by-law has
heen laid before it disallowing such regu-
Intion or by-law, then fthe same shall
thereupon cease Lo have effert, subject,
however, to such and the like savings as
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‘apply in the case of 1he repeal of a
statute:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
amendment deals with the gquestion of
making by-laws and regulations. I see
no need whalever for altering the pro-
vision which exists at the present time
and which has been in existence ever
since the Act was first passed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But the Govern-
nient have just accepted a similar pro-
posal from the Legislative Council in the
Weights and Mensures Bill,

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: The
Weights and Measures Bill, however, is
a new measure, In this ease the Mines
Regnlation Act has been in existence for
nine years and we have found no need to
make any alteration in regard to the by-
laws and vegulations. There has never
heen a word of complaini in that time.

My, George: You surelv do not stand
in the way of improvements.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If
we Liave something which has served us
well for nine years, and whieh our ex-
perience tells ns there is no need to alter
why seek to effect an alteraltion, T
move—

That the amendment Dbe wnof ugreed
to.

Mr. GEORGE: ! see no reason why
the proposal of the Legislative Couneil
gliould not he passed. There is nothing
wrong with any of the paragraphs of
the proposed amendment. If the Min-
ister does object to the proposal, why
does he not tell us what his ohjections
are?

Hon. 1. MITCHELL: The Premier
himself suggested that sueh an amend-
ment should be inserted in every Act.

The Premier: Tt has never heen dis-
cussed here.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: 1t surely can-
not be argued that one House should ex-
tend laws when it takes two Houses to
make ihem, The proposal of the T.egis-
lative Council is quite reasonable and
shonld he accepted.

Hon. T. D. CONNOLLY: The opposi-
tion of the Minister to this proposed new
clause is surprising because the prineciple
is not new and it was aceepted by his
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collengue, the Honorary Minister, in the
Weights and Measures Bill only an hour
ago. Nearly every Aet which is passed
is governed by regulations and it will tend
to ihe smaoth working of any Act to have
wide powers in regard to regulations. If
these powers are not given we will find
ourselves having to effect amendments to
laws cvery session. The Interpretation
Aet ought to he amended also to provide
in the direction that this clause suggesis.
It is very important that the amendment
should be made, especially when we re-
memher the sweeping amendment which
the Bill will make to the Mines Regula-
tion Act, sweeping in that it inlreduces
4 new prineiple in regard to check in-
speetors. The check inspectors are given
mueh wider powers than such inspectors
are given by any Act in any other part
of the world. Then the Executive ean
give them further powers by regulation.

The Minister for Mines: Yon cannot
vonfer powers on inspectors by regula-
tion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The methods
by whicl they shall carry out their work
15 giving them power. 1 douht if the
Commitiee would have apreed o the
amendment moved by the Minister for
Mines if members had thought that this
new ¢lause would not be uccepted. It
is unreagonable when members have been
so generous in giving such wide powers
not to agree to this new clause.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This ques-
tion has been thrashed out on so many
oceasions that it is almost unnecessary to
make any rvemark. 1 can quite under-
stand {hose who believe the TLegislative
Couneil is an ineubus and ought to he
swept away supporting fhe attitude of
the Minister, but those of us who believe
in a fwo chamber Parliament believe that
the clause is a right provision to have in
the Bill. The Tnterpretation Act says
that regulations must he approved by
hoth Flouses, hut T liave always lheld
that this provision in the Tnlerpretation
Act shounld be amended. The Government
initiates legislation and it takes hoth
Houses to pass that legislation. The
(Government draw up regnlations and hy
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thure repulations the Government cau ex-

tend the powers of an Act of Parliainent
and they do so on many ocecasions. |t
ouzht (o take botlh Houses to approve of
the regulations or if one House disap-
proves of them they should not have the
foree of law. The regulations cannot be
objecied to effectively in this Chamber,
becanze the Government have a majority.
but they can in another chamber. \What-
ever (GGovernment Js in pawer must be in
[rower by a majority, thereture their regu-
Iativn= cannot be effectively abjected to 1n
this House.

The Minisier for Mines: Why is il that
the Couneil have not asked for 1his pro-
vision hefore the last two or three vears?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This pro-
vision has been put into Bills times out of
vumber within recent vears amd the Gov-
ernmenl have aceepted the provision. This
afternoon the Government aceepted it in
another Bill; why stand out on this meas-
nre? Do the Government think that the
Upper House will object to the regula-
tions wlich the Governmeni will frawe
under this Bil? Let the Government be
consistent. 1t the Government believe
that this is a fair provision in rezard to
rezulations, then let them stiek 1o it in all
cases. Ii is of vital importance that the
provision should bhe inserted in this Rill.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves 13
Noes .. .. .15
A tie . .. oo
Aves.
Mr. Anewin Mr., Scacdidan
Mr. Carpenter Mr, B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Chessan Mr, Taylor
Mr. Colllar Mr. Themas
Mr. Falev Mr. Underwoeal
Mr. Green Mr. Walker
Mr. JTohn<ton Mr. Bolton
Mr. Mulleny (Trifery,
Nozxa.
Mr. Allen Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Connolly Mr, Robinson
Mr fenrees Mr. Thomson
Mr. Gllchrlst Mr. Vervard
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Willmott
Mr. Harrison . Mr F. Wilson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Male
Mr. Lefroy f Teolirr.)
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The CHAIRMAN: I give my casting
vote with the aves.

Question thus passed; the
amendment not agreed to.

Couneil's

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Resolutions reporied, and the report
adopted.

A comnmitiee consisting of Hon, Frank
Wilson, Mr. Mullany and Hou. P. Collier
drew up reasons for uot agreeing to two
of the Counell's amendments,

Heasons adopied, and a Message ac-
cordingly returned to the Couneil.

BILL—LICENSING  ACT  AMEND-
MENT CONTINUANCE.
Cowneil's amendments.

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Commitiee.

Ar. MeDowall in the (hair: the Aitor-
nev (tenera] in charge of the Bill.

Nu. 1.—New clause: Add the fullowing
to stand as Clause 3:—Section 3 of The
Licensing Acl Amendment Aet, 1914, is
amended by adding the following pro-
viso :i—'voviding that during the contin-
uance of this Aet. notwithslanding any-
thing in The Licensing Aet. 1911, where-
hy or pursuaml to any provision of sueh
Aet or by any license or special permit
heretofore or hereafter granted therun-
der. a time before ihe hour of nine o'cdock
in the morning or after nine o'clock at
vight is preseribed as the earliest or latest
time respectively at which liquor may be
sold or disposed of in any licensed prem-
ises or club premises, (he raid and ali
other provisions of such Acl and_every
such license or special permit shall he
read and construed and given effect o as
if for such earliest time there were suh-
stituled the said hour of nine o’cloek and
for such latest time the said hour of nine

so0'eloek:

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: Tt is
necessary to explain what has heen done
by the Couneil in regard 1o this measure
in anticipation of considering another
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measure,  The Guvernment introdueed a
loeal option Bill o give to the people
the right to decide the hour when licensed
premises should be open, The Council
have anticipated that measure hy propos-
ing in the emergency amending Licensing
Bill amendments to fix the trading hours
for licensed premises between nine a.m,
and nine p.m.  These mnendments, to a
certain extent, infrinze upon the other
measure. It was proposed o leave it
to the discretion of the (lovernment to
close public honses in any lieensing dis-
triet or in any preseribed portion of a
licensing distriet, either altogether or for
certain hours in the day. Full discrvetion
wag given to the Goverowent to act in
cases of emergency. Tvidently the Coun-
€il have congidered the whole as one great
emergency, und to a cerlain extent I agree
with them. 8¢ much ean [ agree with
them that 1 leave it entirely to the Com-
mittee to vote on Lhis amendment. 1 would
prefer that the Government should have
a free hand, so that if the necessity arose
hotels could he closed or the hours for
trade limited as might be deemed neees-
sary, hut the Couneil have lhnited the dis-
eretion to aet in that manner to the
peviod between nine a.m. and nine p.m.
Within these hours, the discretion is still
preserved and the principle will still ob-
tain, but this is a curtailment of the prin-
eiple in somne degree.

Hon. Frank Wilson: | cannot see that,

The ATTORNEY GENKRAL: Cer-
tainly it is.

Hon, Frank Wilson: 1t is curtailed hy
the opening and closing hours now,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It wus
not curiailed under the loeal option Biil.
The people would have heen able to say
whether the opening hour should be seven,
eight, nine or ten o’clock. If this amend-
ment is agreed to, the necessity for the
local option measure will be removed. [
have heen wedded to the loeal option Bill,
beeause the liguor traffic is par excellence
one for the consideration of the people.

Heon. Frank Wilson: Yes, but is it in
war time? This is an emerpency measure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
local option Bill is passed after we have

-
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tixed the hours from nine a.m. to nine
p.m., we shail have raken from the people

*the opportunity fo fix the hours as they
have a right (o do. If this amendment
is agreed to another place might consider
the other measure unnecessary.

Mr. Taylor: [t will be unnecessary for
war purjioses.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubfedly. My ouly objection Lo this
amendment is that it destroys the appeal
to the people for which we were pro-
viding. We. promised the temperance
bodies thai we wonld submit a loeal op-
tion measure, and if this amendment is
agreed to (hat measure will be jeopard-
ised. 1 ennnot credit that another place
would earry it if we agreed to this amend-
ment. Jn faet it is understood the local
aption Bill has been postponed pending
the fate of this amendmenl, and my ob-
jeciion to the amendment is that it will
seal the fate of thai Bll. As a believer
in Lhe appesl to the people, especially on
a question whieh concerns them socially
to a degree scarcely to he expressed, T
have an objeetion to the aecepiance of
this amendment. At the same time T
recognise that, if we cannot get local
option, this is a slep in the right direc-
tion, T move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

AMr. ROBINSON: T think the Com-
mitlee should adopt the amendment, be-
cauge it cets over the enfire difficulty
which we have been debating. The view
of hose who some months ago waited on
the Premier was that the Government had
sufficient power under the then existing
law to elose hotels at any time and in any
locality, The answer of the Government
was that thex would not take the responsi-
bility of using that statute in war time
for a war purpose when they had given
their word to Parliament that the mea-
sure was only to he used in eases of
emergency, of which war was not one—
the prineipal contingency mentioned by
the Aliorney General was racial riots.
The next move was that the Attorney
General introduced a Bill to give power
to take a local option poll. In the dis-
cussion of that measure an amendment
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wat moved similar to thal which we have
now hefore us frow ancther place. If I
mistake not, that amendment was then
tuled out of order, the Attorney Gen-
eral taking the point that the amendment
was foreign to the Bill. [ observe that
another place has got over the difliculty
by making an addition 1o the title of
this Bill.

The Attorney General: That cdoes not
cover it. :

Mr. ROBINSON : [ have only the
amendmenl before me at the moment, and
1 am not prepared to argne whether 1he
constitutional diffienlty raised by the At-
terney General is or is nol gol over,

The Attorney General: T do nof ihink
it is.

Mr. ROBINSON: If not, then it can
no doubt be got over by a further amend-
ment. If the ery of “Refer the question
{o the people” is to be raised on every
Rill. there will never be any legislation
al all. Let us leave party spirit aside in
considering this measure. As a matter
of fact, the Council has adopted this
suggestion from us. Instead of the hours
being 8 to 8, which some people thought
dragtic, they are now {o be fixed pracli-
eally at 9 to 9. That circumstance will
save the Treasurer £3,000,

The Premier: No: £300.

Mr. ROBINSON: 1 commend ihe
Council’s amendment as offering a fair
way out of the difficulty.

Point of Order.

The Attorney General: [ do not like
to inlerrupt the hon. member, hut he has
referved to my having previously objected
to this amendment. I submit that the
whele of these amendmenis are ont of
order.

Mr, Robinson: Does the Attorney Gen-
eral rise to a point of order on my
nddress?

The Attorney General : NWo; on the
whole debate. The whole debate is ont of
order.

Mr. Robinson: The Atforney General
having opened the debate, T simply fol-
lowed up the matters discussed. T under-
stand that when a member is on his feet,
apother member cannot rise to a point
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of order unless il is on somelbing arising
out of the speech of the memher on his
feet. Apparently the Attorney General
wants to burke the whole discussion. Is
the Attorney General in order?

The Clairman: 1 understand the At-
torney (General is raising ihe point of
order that ihese amendmeanls, aceording
to the praclice, are not in order ai all;
and 1 understand, further, (hat he is
waiting for my decision on thal point.

Mr. Robinson: Can the Aitorney (en-
eral do that when I am speaking?

The Chairman: A member can rise to
a point of order at any time. If that
were not so, a member could speak for
an hour or {wo in a debate that is wholly
out of order.

Mr. Robinson: Is the Attorney General
in order in rising to a point of order on
something antecedent to my address? I
thouglit that when I was on my feet, re-
plying to the Attorneyv General, [ could
not be ordered lo sit down so long as I
complied with the rules of debale.

The Chairman: The Attorney (eneral
made an explanation, and then the wem-
ber fur Canning rose to support the
amendinent. During his speech—whether
as the resull of an argument unsed hy
the mewmber for Camning I do not know—
it appeared to lhe Attorney Cleneral that
the whole of the amendments were out of
order. The Altorney General rose for
the purpose of raising that point of
order. and in deing so le certainly in-
ferrupted the speech of the member for
Canning. T now ask the Attorney Gen-
eral to state his point, and I ask the
member for Canning to be seated.

The Attorney General: The following
appears in AMay, Tenth Edition, page
458 —

In like manner, it is not within the
scope of a Committee on an expiring
laws eontinunance Bill to amend the
provisions of the Acts proposed to be
continued, or to abridge the duration
of such provisions: nor can an amend-
ment be moved whereby an Act still in
force would be inclnded awong the
provisions of a statute law revision

Bill . ...
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and =0 on. The peint is {hal we eannot
make any amendment in an expiring laws
conlinuance Rill or amend anv of the
provisions of the Act-to he continuved.

Mr. Taxlor: This was done by
Couneil.

The Atjorney General: Tt 15 nol within
our power to permit it to be done.

The Chairman : Standing Order
391 says—

It is an instruction to all Committees
of the whole House toe whom Bills
may be committed, that they have
power to make such Amendments
therein ns they shall think fit, provided
they be relevant to the subject-matter
of the Bill; but if any such amend.
ments shall not be within the title
of the Bill, they shall amend the
title accordingly. and report the same
specially to the House.

This Bill is a continuance Bill. " I¢
certainly has been through the House
as a continuance Bill. It is before us
as a continnance Bill at the present
time. The f[act that Standing Order
391 insists wuwpon amendments being
relevant to the subject matter of the
Bill, certainly brings this Bill within
that Standing Order.
May, as the Attorney Ceneral has
quoted, says in dealing with a similar
matier—

In like manner, it is not within
the scope of a Committee on an
expiring laws continuance Bill to
amend the provisions of the Acts pro-
posed to be continued.

This is an expiving laws continuance
Bill. There is no getting away from
that. Therefore. these amendments are
certainly not relevant to the subject-
matter of the . Bill, inasmuch as they
absolutely and entirely alter the scope
and provisions of the Bill in abmost
every conceivable way. In actual fact
they make it u difierent Bill altogether.
I therefore rule that the Council’s
amendments are out of order.

Ihe

Dissent from Chairman's ruling.
Mr. Robinson: I move—

That the Chairmaw's ruling be dis.
agreed 1with.

Further than that.
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I do so on the ground that as the amend-
ments deal wtih the alteration of the
title of the Bill, they thercupon become
relevant to the Bill

[The Speaker resumed the Chuir.]

Mr. MeDowall: I have to report that
the member for Canning has moved to
disagree with my ruling. The Attorney
General raised a point of order that the
Council’s amendments are not in order
because they are not relevant to the
subject matter of the Bill. In accord-
ance with our Standing Orders, and in
mecordance with the decision given on
page 386 of May, 1911 edition, I ruled
that the amendments were not in order,
My ruling has been disputed.

Mr. Robinson: The title of the Bill
as it stands is  An Act to continue the
operation of the Licensing Act Amend.
ment Act, 1014’ The Bill as it came
hefore us dealt solely with the econ-
tinuation of that measure, and under
the Standing Orders, if a Bill deals
golely with the continuation of another
measure, the ruling given by the Chair-
man (Mr. Holman) some weeks ago on
this subject holds good to-day. But
the subject matter hefore the Commiitee
recently, on which the Chairman gave
his decision, was entirely different from
that which we are now considering.
Standing Order 391 reads—

Tt is an instruction to all Committees
of the whole Houge to whom Bills
may be commitied that they have
power to make such amendments as
they think fit, provided they relate to
the subject matter of the Bill.

Tf it stopped there I should not have
the power to continue to address you ;
but it proceeds—

But if any such amendments shall
not be within the title of the Bill. they
shall amend the title accordingly and
report the same speocially to the House.

Showing that the meaning of it all is
that the amendments to a Bill must
be plainly within the title of the Bill.
We must not have any other subject
matter than that contemplated in the
Bill. Let us apply that to these amend-
ments. If they came forward from
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another place purely as amendments,
L think the motion of the Attorney
General would be in order, following the
ruling given recently by Mr. Holman.
But those in another place who desire
these amendments and sent them down
for our considerntion, realised the diffi-
culty presented by Standing Order 391,
and they made this wmendment No. 4,
adding to the title the words * To
amend the same and to amend the
Licensing Act, 1911."" I submit that the
Chairman of (‘ommittees, in considering
the Standing Orders in question, did
not take into vonsideration that it was
proposed to amend the title of the Bill
50 as-to bring the substantive smend-
ments within the purview of the Bill.
We therefore, in addressing ourselves
to the amendments, would assume that
they could only be before the Com-
mittee when the Bill was amended in
the formal way, as provided by amend-
ment No. 4. I submit that, taking the
raatter into your own c¢onsideration,
you must assume that all the amend.
ments are taken together and that the
lagt one is made first, so that the title
of the Bill is correctly amended ; then,
I submit, the remainder follows in order.
*The Attorney General: It is not
necessary to debate the subjoct at length,
it is so perfectly clear. A Bill was sent
up from this Chamber to another place
with a distinet title and serving a distinct
purpose, aiming at one thing and one
thing only, except so far as other matters
were relevant to the main issue. In
another place amendments have been
passed which are entirely irrelevant,
which stand entirely upon another foot-
ing. Not only do they stand on another
footing, but those amendments actually
amend other laws, amend the Licensing
Aet of 1911, and amend the Licensing
Act Amendment .Act of 1914, All these
are not only an extension of the scope
given under the title, but they aro
actually irrelevant, and constitute new
matters added to the titls under which
the measure left this Chamber. There
is a distinction which the member for
Canning has not pointed out between
this measure and ordinary measures ;
This is a specifie title to a Bill. In
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ordinary measures, it is true, amend.
mientg, heing relevant to the measure.
ean be made, and the title atnended to
cover them : but this is purely a laws
continuance Bill and, being & continu-
ance Bill, is safeguarded from amend-
ments in an especial manner. 16 is not
one of those we can play fast and loose
with, the spirit of it being the con-
tinuance, The measure proposed to
bhe continued is in operation at the pre.
sent moment.  The question submitted
to this Chainber, and the question sub-
mitted to another Chamber was only
 Shall that Act be continued ¥ Every
amendd nnnt,  therefore, can only be
relativ.: to continuance. There can bea
no altoration of the main measure, no
amendinent of the scope of the measure,
no shortening or lengthening of its
provisions or duration. The one point

submitted is continuvance, snd there-
fore all other matters oustide that
seope are irrelevant to it. We can-

not take a higher authority than Meay,
and he is most explicit. There is no
getting beyond what he says ; there is
no in-reading into the sentence any
other conchision than he points out.
He states—

In like manner it is not withiu the
scope of a Committes on an expiring
laws continuance Bill to amend the
provisions of the Act proposed to be
continued.

Therefore, in these circumstances, this
being a laws continuance Bill, it is not
within the scope of this Committee, or
any other committes of the Legislature,
to pass amendments altering the char-
acter of the Bill.

The Premier : There is only one point
to which I desire to draw attention.
At the moment we are, I think, deciding
that the Committee of another place
did not conform to the Standing Orders
of anocther place. 'This Committee. how-
over, has not attempted to make any
amendmont to the Bill against the
Standing Orders of this House, and it
seems to me, if we are not careful, that
we shall be deciding a point of order
which does not affect this Chamber.
Ii any ruling is to be given, that ruling
has to be given in the direction that we
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cannot consider this inessage, because it
does not conform to our Standing Orders.
In that case, another place which have
to decide whether their yprevious action
in meking' amendments to the Bill,
which did not conform to the Title,
was rightly or wrongly taken. We can
then decide whether to deal with the
Message or not. If we decide not to
deal with it, the Bill will be lost. We
are not making any amendment, and,
therefore, that question does not arise
here. The Council can, of course, amend
the Bill just as we can amend it here.
This Bill has come down with the altera-
tions which have been eficcted by
another place. If we cannot agree to
the samendments made by the Couneil
we can only do so by stating that their
amendments cannot be discnssed. It is
against our Standing Orders to discuss
them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What Standing
Order is this against ?

The Premier: I am mersly raising
the question as to how we are to deal
with the matter. We can only deal with
it on the basis that the amendments made
by the Council do not conform to our
Standing Orders, and a Message will
have to be transmitted to that place
notifying them accordingly.

Mr. Hobinson: I would lke, with
your permission, 8ir, to refer to another
Bill.

Mr. Speaker: T do not think the Lon.
member c¢an do so, having already
spoken to the question.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is ususl for
Mr. Speaker to listen to hon. memnbers,
unless he has made up his mind. The
member for Canning has another Bill
to which he desires to draw your atten-
tion. Have you made up your mind,
Sir 2

Mr. Speaker: I am prepared to listen
to hon. members so that I may obtain all
the views possible, but I would not be
acting correctly by allowing one hon.
mermber to rise from time to time to
address the House and not permit other
hon. members to do the same.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Only until your
are satisfied.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Speaker : I want to give the hon.
meamber every opportunity of presenting
his views, but I would prefer that the
leader of the Opposition should take this
point.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I am not con-
versant with the point. It is usual that
perhaps two prominent members of
the House should argue a point of order
across the House, and one or two others
may cone into the matter from time to
time. 'This is done with the object of
giving Mr. Speaker all possible informa-
tion to enable him to make up his mind.
It is all within your province, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: The motion is that
the Chairman’s rulling be disagreed with.
I will leave it to the House to decide
as to whether they desire further in-
formation. It it the pleasure of the
House that the member for Canning
be heard *

Leave given.

Mr. Robinson: The Bill to which
I desire to draw your attention is the
Roads Act Continuanece Amendment
Bill. I hope my odbject is made clear
by the mere mention of the title of that
Bill. The title of that Bill is precisely
the same as the title proposed for the
Bill now under consideration. That is
a Bill to continue the operations of the
Roads Act and to amend it. If yon
look at the Bill you will see that it com-
prises three sections, but that number 2
is divided into seven or eight sections. I
also observe that the Statute or Bill
ecomes within the purview of Standing
Order 391. It is no use quoting May
when it comes to a question of our
Standing Orders, unless the Standing
Orders of the British House of Commeons
are similar to our own. May is useful
where we have no law on the subject.
Where we have a precise law dealing
with the question, as we have in Standing
Order 391, I submit that you are bound,
Sir, by this Standing Order, and need
not look at May atall. If my arguments
bring me within the purview of Standing
Order 391 I submit that you will have
no difficulty in ruling that the Bill is
in order.

Mr. Speaker: The contention of the
member for Canning i that the Chair-
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wan's rvuling is not correct, and should
be disagreed with on the ground that
if the title of a Bill is aitered, any
amendment is admissible provided
such amendment is within the Title.
The hen. member has guoted Standing
Order 391. This is an instruetion to all
comunittees of the whole Hyuse to whom
Bills may be commitled—

That they have puwer to make such
amendments therein as they shall think
fit, provided they he relevant io the
subjeel-natter of the Bill,

I have now to ask mmyself would these
amendments lhave becu relevant to the
subject-malter of the DBilf when firsk in-
troduced to this House! In my opinion
they would not; they would be distinctly
irrelevant. The hon, member for Can-
ning now argues thal since another Cham-
ber has altered the title the amendments
can, therelore, be admitted under the title
so amended., Am | corvectly stating the
hon, member’s views?

Mr. Robinson: Yes.

Mr. Speaker: Ou a previous occasion
1 gzave a decision in this House respecting
this very same principle. | desire again
to emphasise the points then stressed, that
it is permissible for any iwember to
amend the title of a Bill, but that the
amendment of the title does not permit

the introdnction of amendments whieh are

irrelevant to the subject-matter of the
Bill. In my opinion the amendmenis sent
down hy the other Chamber are distinetly
irretevant, and as sueh eannot he .ad-
mitted. T feel it myv duty to supporl the
deeision of the Chairman for the reasons
given.

The Attorney General: Should [ he
in urder in moving that o Message be
transmitted to the Legislative (‘ouncil?

My, Rabinsen: How do vou rale. Sir,
regarding ihe last three lines of Sranding
Order 3 ?

Mr, Speaker: 1 will quate (hen.
state—

But if anv sueh amendments shall
not be within the title of ihe Bill they
shall amend the tile accordingly and
report the same specially to the Honse.

This merely provides that if the smend-

They
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ments submitted arve relevant to the sub-
ject-matter of the Bill, and nol within
the title, then in such a case the title
ean be amended accordingly. The amend-
ment of this title, however. does not per-
it ol amendments which are irrelevant
to the subject-matter of the Bill.

Hon, TFrank Wilson: The subject-
matter of the Bill was the closing of
public houses.

The Premier: The only subject-matter
of ile Bill is ilat of continuance.

My, Speaker: Order! 1 hope hion. mem-
bers will accept my decision without fur-
ther question.  The yprineiple involved
ix not new {o me. 1 gave it considerable
attention in 1913, when the hon. member
for Northam endeavoured tu secure cer-
tnin amendments to the Bill of Sales Act
Amendment Bill. He consulted me on
the matter and T went into it most thor-
oughly. The decision then given can he
found in Hansard, and is similar to the
one given hy the Chairman this after-
neon. As to the nature of the lMessage
whieh will go to the Legislative Couneil
in thiz matter. 1 will ask the House to
allow the question to stand over nntil we
meet after tea.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Commiittee resumed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In
order to expedite matters, I propose now
to move in the direction of disagreeing
with all the amendments made by the
Council. T take this course in order
that the matter may he reported to the
House and a Committee appointed to
draw up reasons for presentation to the
Couneil. I move—

That the amendments made by the

Council be not agreed lo.

Mr. ROBINSOX: Does that open
up the matter for discussion again ?
When we send this Bill back to the
Upper House, I suppose it simply
explains to them that the matter could
not be debated here execept in a con-
stitutional way.

The Attorney General: That is so.-

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ments not agreed to.
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A committee consisting of Hon. Frank
Wilson, Mr. Robinson, and Hon. T.
Walker drew up reasons for not agree-
ing to the amendments made by the
Council.

Rensons adopted and a Message ac-
cordingly returned to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTTMATES. 1915-16.
In Convnittee of Supply.

Resumed from the 2lst
Mr. McDowall in the Chair.

Department of Works and Industries
{Hon. W. C. Angwin, Minister).

Vote—Public Works and Buildings,
£93,102 ; _

My, CGEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[7-48]: The JMinister for Works, in
introducing his departmental Estimates,
dealt with them very baldly, and T wish
he had given us more information as it
must be recognised that the request
for the expenditure of £43,000 would
have been reinforced had some indication
been given as to how the officers, for
whom salaries amounting to £7,000 are
provided, will he employed during the
forthcoming year. I do not assume that
they will be idle ; no one will contend
that. hut some information regarding
the work on which they will be engaged
would have bheen acceptable. It has
been usual to give a resumé of the work
of the past year as well as an outline of
the work for the year under discussion.
This vote shows a decrease of nearly
£40,000 on the expenditure for the year
1914-15 and there is a footnote reading
- Btate Brick Works, implement works,
quarries and sawmills have been trans-
ferred to trading concerns and business
undertukings.”” I would like to have
seen it clearly stated what the amount
of the saving woulid be if the State Brick
Waorks for instance had been left in
these Estimates, Then we could have
formed some idea as to whether there
was any real economy being efiected or
whether it was merely a matter of
transfer,  Taking  these fowr under-
takings on the expenditure of last year,
the total expenditure would be £568,432,
a clear indication that we cannot by those

October ;
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means get at anything like a fair idea
a8 to how these Kstimates are heing
dealt with. Take the sawmills, the
expenditure - upon them last year was
£411,000.

The Minister for Works :
not included last year.

Mr. GEORGE: Then why is this
foot-note so prominently displayed on
these Estimates ?

The Minister for Works : T'he brick
works were on their own last year.

Mr. GEORGE: What was included
in last year's Estimates and how does
this decrease of £39,000 come about ¥
If we knock out the sawmills, that
would leave about £100,000 which would
swamp the Estimates of last year, so
we have no indication on which we can
form an opinion. I the implement
works were feft out. representing
£142.000, & sum of £14,000 would be leit
for the brick works and quarries. This
foot-note iz absolotely misleading, and
the actual decrease shown cannot be
arrived at without a close analysis of
the Estimates. We are entitled to more
information than has becen given on this
important matter. When referring to
the various officials 1 do not wish to be
misunderstood. 1 realise that if the
money for them to expend is not pro-
vided on these Estimates, they will
probably be engaged on loan works ;
gtill the information should have been
given. 1 would like to refer to some
of the works, but [ cannot do so without
anticipating the matter in connection
with the Wyndham Freezing Works which
should come on for discussion to-morrow.
1 think & certain amount of re-or-
ganisation in this particular department
is degirable in the interests of the public
and I hope I shall have an opportunity,
at any rate hefore the session closes,
to make some recommendations for the
consideration of the Minister and the
information of the House. For roads
hoards subsidies a sum of £27,000 is
provided. A number of roads boards
are finding it impossible to carry on with
the means at their disposal and are
entering the loan market, the same as
municipalities, and considerable appre-
hension is being caused among people

They were
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in the various dislrivts. I do not know
how the question of loans by roads
boards is dealt with by the Works Depart-
ment or whether they have any power
to borrow or whether each roads board
cah act on its own account. Perhaps
the Minister will give us some information
on this point.

Vote put and passed.

Thie completed the Estimates of the
Department of Works and Industries.

Business undertakings and State trad-
ing concerns.

Vote—Avondale and Harvey FEslales.
£5.250 -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Mem.
bers have had an opportunity to peruse
the report of the Avondale Estate for
the year ended 30th June and the
financial position has been clearly shown.
The Avondale Estate has been farmed
by the department and has been fairly
successful during the past year or two.
There is an increase in the estimated
expenditure but this is provided in order
to meet two years’ interest on the
estate, the payment of which was over-
locked last year. To the 30th Decem-
ber of last year there was a profit of £642
and the interest was ingluded in that
amount but was not paid. The irni-
gation work is proceeding at the Harvey
Estate and it is intended at an early
date to settle this land. Consequently,
for the present, it cannot be expected to
be a paying proposition. There is a
small orchard there which is showing a
profit, but when it is remembered that
we have to pay interest on the whole of
the estate pending the gcompletion of the
irrigation works and subdivision for
sale, it cannot be expected to pay. While
the farming account last year showed
a profit of about £404 14s. 4d. the total
loss was £1,066 l1s. 5d., which was due
to meeting the interest Bill.

Hon, Frank Wilson : Why have
not you sold the estate ? That is the
point.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
soon as the irrigation work is finished
we will.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I understand the
Avondale Istate cost shout £5 per
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acre, When that cstate was  bought
by the Govermment there were pgood
fences nnd homesteads. water in every-
paddock, up to date shearing sheds,
stables and so forth; moreover, the
estate is adjacent to the railway. How
is it that the property has not heen
sold ?

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
take it up on the terms.

Mr. WILLMOTT: 1In the centre
of the estate there is u large area of
rocky country, and 1 understand the
idea is that this rocky country must
be sold at a price {ar and sbove its
value in order that the State may get
its maney back. All land repurchased
by the Government, I Dbelieve, has to
be resold at an advance of 10 per cent.
plus cost of subdivision. It seems to
me useless to go on buying estates if the
Government eannot gei rid of those they
have hought already, and T hope the
Government will not continue to re-
purchase until they have disposed of
the estates they now hold. I under.
stand there is some idea of cutiing up
Yandanooka estate and farming it on
the share system. In my opinion, the
better course would be to cut up that
estate into blocks of 1,000 acres and
put on them settlers with some money.

No one will

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Al the re-
purchased estates might have been
shown under one heading. The Avon-
dale Estate, I helieve, has been run

at n profit.

The Premier: We never could dis-
cover the object for which the Avondale
estate was purchased.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : 'FYhe Minister
for Lands hag had applications for every
hlock of that estate.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
would not sell.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The land is
undoubtedly good. 'The rocky area was
taken into congideration when the pur-
chase price of the estate was agreed on,
Avondale is in one of our best wheat
growing arcas. The cstate cost a3
much to make it as we paid ior it.
However, the point is that the estate
is not being sold. It was withdrawn
irom sale by the late Minister for Lands,

Yes, and he
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and is now being farmed. I believe the
iden of the late Minister for Lands was
to grow seed wheat on the estate. The
estate should have heen sold, and then
a great denl more of it would have heen
under cultivation. On the whole of
the repurchased estates there will be
a profit.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Avondale
estate could have heen sold at a profit.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Undoubtedly.
the investment of the money for u
period of 20 years at a higher rate of
interest than that at which the State
borrows returns a profit. The Harvey
estate, I ohserve, is estimated to yield
a return of £750 this year, while £2350
is expected from Avondale; but, of
course, when interest on the purchase
price is allowed for, a considerable loss
is shown.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: It ig ab-
solutely essential that the Government
should take this matter in hand sericusly.
The Avondale estate is degenerating
into a wilderness of young growth of all
sorts and into a breeding ground for
noxious weeds. 1 fear the Minister’s
estimate of revenue will prove far beyond
the actual result. This year’s crops on
the Avondale estate are the worst that
were ever on it, with the exception of
lnst year’s. This is not due to bad
farming, but to lack of stocking the
estate during the previous years. The
srops are half weeds at the present
time. The improvements are not being
maintained as they should be, and the
area cleared by the previous owner is
going back to scrub. The 12,000 acres
which the estate comprises is carrying
only about 1,000 sheep, instead of the
4,000 or 5,000 it should carry in addition
to the crop. These facts are retarding
the development of the district. Irre-
spective of the loss which the Government
may make on the deal of the previous
Administration, the estate should bhe
cut up and sold. Since its repurchase
the estate has certainly not paid any.
thing like interest and sinking fund
on the purchase price. I notice the
Government estimate from a 12,000
acre estate—
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Mr. Bolton:
but 10,000.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: A revenue
of £4,000 odd. Tf T could not produce
£20,000 irom un estate such as the
Avondale, T would leave farming alone.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What profit
do you say you wounld make from the
estate 7

Mr. WANSBROUGH: 1 say the
Government ought to be doing a turn-
over of £15000 or £20,000 from that
estate. .

Hon. Frank Wilson: But what
profit do you estimate they should make ?

Mr. WANBBROUGH: I have not
gone into that question. No estate
should have done better than Avondale,
Another aspect: on the whole of that
12,000 acres imumediately adjoining the
township the roads hoard are not getting
one penny of rates. I admit that at
the time of its purchase the mayor and
all the chief citizens were insistent upon
the Government agquiring that estate ;
but it was the greatest mistake they
ever made, beecause at the present time,
instead of having eight or ten families
on that estate, they have only one
congern, and that being worked on a
very small scale. The present Minister,
and 1 understand the previous Minister,
had in view the object of setting aside
portion of it as an agricultural collcge.
I wish to emphasise the point that if
the Government should succeed in getting
the estate off their hands, they should
make provision for that very necessary
institution. 1 have no doubt that this
promise was made in good faith.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: There was no
promise at all.

Mr, WANBBROUGH : T have taken
it from my predecessor as a distinet
promise made by the Minister.

AMr. Willmott: Of course it was a
promise.

Mr. WANSBROUGH.: 1 hope that
when the Minister succeeds in getting
it off his hands he will reserve the
necessary land for the establishment of
an agricultural college. The Southern,
the Northern, and the Eastern districts
have their experimental farms, and here
is a splendid opportunity for acquiring

1t is not 12,000 ucres,
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a suitable position in the Beverley dis-
trict for the establishment of an agricul-
tural college. Tt is one of the best
wheat growing areas in the State, and
it is only fair that this college should be
established.

Mr. ROBINSON : 1 agree with the
remarks of the last speaker. | know
the Avondale estate very well, and I
contend that as an ordinary commercial
proposition a property such as Avondale,
purchased at some £60,000, should
return at least £6,000 A year profit.
Instend of that, the Government expect
to make, this year, £4,600, and that
at a cost of £5000. Tt would he far
better to let the thing go back to the
wilds, as they are doing with the end
paddock near Beverley. For the last
three years not a hand’s turn has been
done to that paddock. The scrub has
been allowed to grow up as it would not
be allowed to grow on any private
paddock in the district. All the weeds
of Western Australia can be found on
the Avondale estate.

Hon. R. H. Underwcod (Honorary
Minister) : This is a legacy we got from
the last Government.

Mr. ROBINSON : You did not get
any weeds ; you have since acquired
them. Ia the first place T ohject to the
Government farming at all. I am demo-
erat enough to say what the Government
dare not say, because someone will
not let them, that I would sooner see
100 farmers and their families on Yan-
dencoka than see that splendid crop at
present growing there, and I would rather
see 20 families on Avondale than see
merely the manager and his weeds. If,
hefore engaging in farming operations,
the Government had put the proposal
to their own followers, they would have
been told “* Do not go in for farming,
because you do not know anything
about it.”” Not many farmers of this
State are very successful; they are
lnhouring under tremendous odds.

The Promier : Why all this stinking
fish ?

Mr. ROBINSOX : There is no stinking
fish. If trained farmers find it difficult
at times to make their farms pay, is it
any wonder that we should find weeds
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on the Govermment farm ¥ In view of
his annually inereasing deficit, the Trea-
gurer would do well to turn that Avon-
dale estate into eash, representing some
£50,000 or £60,000.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister}: We will sell it to you for
£50,000.

Mr. ROBINSOXN : 1 am not a buyer.
But if T did buy that farming proposition
I would be ashamed to show an ex-
penditure of £5,000 and an anticipated
profit of £4,600. I would want to know
whose fault it was, 1 venture to say it is
not the fault of the manager, hecause I
know him to be a good man, with a
thorongh understanding of his business.
It is the fault of the men above him,
the fault of one who says ‘Do or do
not do, certain things.”

The Premier: Who is that ?

Mr. ROBINSON: 1T do not know,
Perhaps you could put your finger on
him. Certainly somebody gives orders
to the manager of Avondale. I venture
to say that if that manager owned the
property it would not bhe left in its
present condition for two minutes. The
farm is a positive disgrace. The Govern-
ment should sell the farnn for what
it will fetch. If there is & loss, let them
cut their loss. If the department do
not understand cutting up the estate
and dealing with it, let them get the
advice of some reputable man who will
do if for them. If the Government will
not take this much advice, let them give
their manager a free hand, as they do
at Yandanooks, and let him produce the
same results as is to be seen ¢
Yandanooka. But I protest against the
Government entering on farming oper-
ations at all. We see a desire on the
part of the succeeding Governments to
purchase these large estates with the
object of cutting them up and placing
& number of settlers on the land—
closer settlement it was called. Instead
of following that out, the Labour Gov-
ernment, endeavour to put into oper.
ation a policy of monopolising the land,
nationalisation of the State, owning
everything and everybody, and pre-
venting anybody else {rom adding to or
acquiring a different status from that
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of the working man. It is a policy oi
dispoiling everybody, casting an envious
eye on the man who has & nice farm and
taking it from him, and afterwards letting
it go to wreck and ruin.

The Minister for Mines :
take the Avondale cstate.

Mr. ROBINSOXN : However you have
acquired it. If the Government cannot
make it pay they should sell it.

Hou. R, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Why did not your Minister
for Lands sell it ?

Mr. ROBINSON : [ do not know.

The Premier: Why did he buy it ?

Mr. ROBINSON : Yor the purposes
of closer settlement, at the request of
the Beverley people. T venture to say
that had the Beverley people thought
for a moment that any succeeding Gox-
ernment would have held on to this
estate for the purpose of growing weeds,
they would have been the last to ask the
Government to purchase it.

The Minister for Mines: Why did
not the Liberal Government sell it ?

Mr. ROBINSON : Because you turned
them out.

The Minister for Mines: They first
hawked it all over the country.

Mr., ROBINSOXN: 1 was not very
much concerned in the politics of the
country at that time, and so I cannot
speak of my own knowledge. Tt was
only when I found people who pose as
democrats building up a large monopoly
in farming that I determined it was time
to ent<r my protest against this policy.
The Harvey estaie is a very large pro-
perty, vet we are told that all the
Government are going to make out
of it is £750. The Minister for Mines
laughs, presumably at the incongruity
of the figures, to think that such a huge
estate should produce only £750 for a
year's operations. It would be far hetter
for the Government to invest their
money in things which they understand,
brickworks for instance, and im-
plements works. Why not take the
money from the Harvey estate and
spend it on the implement works ?
I hope the Covermnent will treat very
seriously the remarks made to-night,
and that the Premier will see if the

We did not
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Avondale cstate caumot be placed on
the market and offered for sale. If he
then learns that there are no buyers,
well and good ; but I wm informed that
ever since this Government have been
in power that estate has heen withheld
from sale. If that is so I think it is very
wrong. Instead of a big revenue
from this estote we find that there is
little more than £400 a year being pro-
duced.

Me, HARRISON: Tf this land is
cut up at the price suggested it will
need a capitalist to take up the land
at all. T suggest that the Conumissioner
for the BSouth-West should pay a visit
to the Avondale Estate to see if dairying
could be carried out there. I am of
opinion that if we are going to develop
the butter industry of the State gquickly
we must go into those areas which wili
not cost £30 an acre to prepare.
We know that dairy properties are
worth more per acre than ordinary
farms, Another point I wish to mention
is that the Avondale Estate pays nothing
to the local authorities by way of rates
in connection with the maintenance of
roads. It is not right that the Govern-
ment should escape the payment of these
rates.

The Premier: We do pay them.
We give them a subsidy every year.

Mr. HARRISON : Do the Government
give them any extra amount for roads ?

The Premier: No.

Mr. HARRISOXN : If the Govermment
are carrying on any business they should
take on the same liabilities that a private
individual carrying on the same buginess
would have to take on. The Govern-
ment should be prepared to show that
this estate can he worked profitably
on the same lines as other men holding
similar estates have been able to show.

Hon, J. . CONNOLLY : Tt is time
we had a definite statement irom the
Government in regard to this estate.
It was purchased on the recommendation
of the Land Purchase Board.

The Premier: They did nof re.
commend the purchase until someone
moved in the direction.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : There was
machinery provided for the repurchase of
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estates. This legal machinery was put
in motion in ¢onnection with the pur-

The Minister for Works: The less you
say about it the better.

Hon. J. D. COXNXOLLY : The nore
that is =aid about it the better. The
estate was purchased in broad day light.
There was no sveret contract about it.
The purchase was recommended by the
Land Purchase Board a couple of vesrs
in succession. The land board specially
impressed upon Sir Newton Moore the
necessity for purchasing this estate at
the price they recommended.

The Premier: Did you come down
with a request for the special authority
of Parliament ?

Mr. O'Loghien: Practical survevors
turned down the proposition on account
of the grenite.

Hon. J. 13, CONNOLLY : I kaow that
the Land Purchase Board was composecd
of men whoso opinions were second to
none in the State in regard to agricultural
Jands.

Mr. (YLoghlen : Fhere must hiave been
some driving foree hehind them.

Hon. J. D. CONXYOLLY : That in-
sinuation is unworthy of the member
for Forrest.

Mr. O'Loghten: The estate was never
worth the monev the previous Covern.
meant paid for it. They lawked it all
over the State and could never soll it.

Heon. J. Mitchell : That is not so.

Hon. J. D. COXXOLLY : Fhe opinion
of the member for Forrest is beside the
mark.

The Minister for Mines :
posed the board ?

Hon. J. 1} CONNOLLY: The
Surveyor (ieneral I think, and
Paterson of the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. Bolton: You are wrong.

Hon. J. 1. CONXXOLLY : [ um not
wrong.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: ! do not think
either of those gentlrmen were on the
board.

Mr. Willmott :
a member.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Yus, | think
s0. The board strongly recommended
the purchase of this estate. The pur

Who com-

late
Mr.

Hon. II. M. Clarke was
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chase was not completed long hefore the
late Covermmnent left office, but they
made all arrangements for the cutting
up of the land. Sir Newton Moore
showed his faith in the country by pur-
chasing the first block for himseli.
Another block was alro purchased runmning
inte many hundreds of avres. The late
Covernment had buyers for the estate.
Lf it had not been for the rezulations
issued by the late Minister for Linds
(Hon. T. H. Biath) the estate should have
bhecn sold long suo. but owing to these
rezulations and in the intervention of
the dry season the market went by for
the time being.

The Premier: These reenlations did
not apply to this estate.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : They did.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You withdrow
it from sale.

The Premier : We had to do something
with it.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : I know that
the Government could have sold cvery
block.

The Premier: Why did not the Iate
(toverjunent scll it ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Why did
not the Premier sell it ¥ It was in order
vo try hiz land nationalisation policy
that he withheld the estate from sale.
1t is high time the iovernment declarad
their poliey in roward to this estate. [f
they had carried out some research work
in the way of wheat culture there would
have been some excuse for holding oun
to it. They are simply leaving it there
and adding to the cost of the land. The
cost of cultivation will, as a result of
this neglect, be at least 10s. an acre
imore than it ought to be.

Mr. CEORGE : 1 should like to hear
from the Minister what the Government
propose to clo in regard to the subdivision
of the Harvey Estate. I do not think
the Govermnent will have any difficulty
in finding buvers for this land if they
put & fair price on it. At-the present
titne the local authorities are not getting
their rates from that esiate. 1 under-
stand it is intended to put 600 ecres of
it upon the market. The estate is &0
constituted that some of it is good grazing
land and some of it good orchard country,
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It could well be subdivided into 10-acre
tots. bacause a mmn can meke a good
living on 10 acres in that particular part
of the State. There is an irrigation
scheme going on there and the people
who are affected by it are more than
nervous in connection with it. 1 intro-
duced a deputation to the Premier
recently on the subject, bur no reply
has vet been received.  Under the scheme
at present o provision is made for channels
and those channels have either to be
lined expensively or the seepage will be
very big indeed.  The people are desirous
of getting a pipe scheme instead of the
channel scheme so that they may get
the water down with some amount of
prossure.  [rnder the gravitation scheme
as at pregent they will practically have
to regrade ecvery orchard. which will
mean & big expense.

Mr. O'Loghlen: There was nothing
done in connection with irrigation there
until this Government came into power.

Mr. GEORGE : When the present
Government got into power they found
the whole scheme in the pigeon holes of
the other Government.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Yes. it would have
remained there but for this Gowvern-
ment.

f~Mr. GEORGE : What nonsense the hon.
member is impodently talking ; he does
not know what he is saying. The people
asked that the CGovernment should pro-
vide the money and the people would
undertalke to repay it. That should have
besn done. Tnstead of that the matter
has been fiddled with, end there are
questions asked now as to whether
oregon is being used in bridges down
there. 1 hope the Minister will sec that
this estate is cut up and disposed of as
quickly as poszible. The people desire
that as soon as possible the estate shali
be handed over by sale to those who are
prepared to work it and to show that the
Harvey district can be a big lesson to
everyone in regard to closer gettlement.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN : My remarks will
be very brief. 1 want to take exception
to the remarks of the member for Perth,
who charged the present Government
with being dilatory in the matier of the
disposal of the Avondale estate. All
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along 1 have held the opinion that a
misteke was made by payving such a
high price for that estato. 1 had the
opportunity of looking through the papers
some time ago and 1 noticed that one
or two practical sarveyors were asked
to meke & survey of the particular
locality and thev reported that there
were something like 2,000 acres of granite
ridges which, if put on the market
to-morrow, would not realise 30s. an acre.
I want the member for Perth to be a
little more charitable and not aceuse
this Government of having deliberately
thwarted any efforts pat forward by
settlers to secure that country.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why was it
withdrawn fromn sale ?
Mr. O°’LOGHLEXN : Bceeause of the

absolutc hopelessnass of procuring buyers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why is it not
put up for sale now ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Honorary
Minister has stated that the Covermaent
will tpke £50,000 for the property to-
day.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He is talking
through his neck. Why has it been
closed down for four years?

Mr. QLOGHLEN : The member for
Pertlh wag quite correct when he stated
that owing to the dry seasons it would be
waste of time to advertise it for sale.
I would urge the Covernment to try and
find a buyer for it. I helieve it would
pay the Govermunent to show a loss of
some thousands of pounds by disposing
of the estate. There was a blunder made
by giving too high a price for it.

Mr. Boiton: To a supporter.

Mr. O'LOCHLIEN: 1 am supposed
not to have much charity in my com.
position but I am prepared to let that
go. It is idle for an hon. member to
charge this (lovernment with having
made any efforts to dispose of that
property hecause 1 believe they were
absolutely discouraged by the failure
of a previous Covernment when they put
it on the market. The same thing
applies to the Denmark estate. That
estate was held up for nine months and
pecple were anxious to invest.

Mr. Thomson: The prices were too
high.
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Mr. OLOGHLIX : The member for
Katanning must realise that we cannot
buy estates at a high price and sell them
ai less than that amount. . Such a thing
is not a pavable proposition for the State.
After all, T do not know that it is & good
thing to purchase big estates when we
have s0 many millions of acres of Crown
lands which are not settled. The menber
for Murray Woellington, as usual. is trying
to get a halo around his head. He is
the one man in this Chamber who poses
for the gallery whenever it is possible for
him to up-end himseli. He pointed out
in regard to the Harvey estate that the
initiation of the irrigation scheine did not
rest with the Govermiment now in power
but with the late Liberal Ciovernment.
He pointed out that the late Government
had plans prepared and had them in the
pigeon-holes. What were those plans
doing in the pigeon holes, and why was
the dust allowed to aceumulate on them ?

Mer. George: They could have had the
job finished while you were thinking
about it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : It remained for
this Government, which is supposed to
be out of sympathy with the rural
sottlers, to put an I[rrigation Bill on the
stocks end carry it through. 1 realise
that the Harvey irrigation scheme has
to be put on the same basis as various
other departmental undertakings, but
it is a matter of money, and possibly,
if wo had an overfiowing Treasury that
work would be much more advanced
than it is to-day. But they are making
fair progress down there and when the
estate is subdivided and put on the
market it will ind many buyers.

Mr. George: That is what [ said.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN : Yes, but I do not
want the hon. member to put in all his
time glorifying what his party have done.
They had the opportunity and failed to
take advantage of it. When the present
Government go cut of office, if they ever
do, T hope it will be found that what pro-
mises they gave they made a decent
attempt to redeem by puiting the works
in hand. T hope it will not be found on
searching the pigeon-holes that there are
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sehemes locked up with the dust accumu-
lating upon them.

The CHAIRMAXN: T would remind the
hon. member that he is very wide of the
mark, T allowed the member for Mur-
rav-Wellingion a lot of latitude and I
am allowing the hon, member a lot of
latitude,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T realise it is only
a good heart which allowed you to over-
look the offence of the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington. He deserves a lot of
sympathy and T believe yvou give him a
full portion of il. The Harvey estate is
a magnificent property. Tt has been
cleared with the iraction engines and at
a rate, T bhelieve, much lower than any
ofher land in the State.

Mr. George: The engines are hogged
there now,

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: That is testimony
to the soil. There might be droughts in
the Eastern areas, but droughts are un-
known at Harvey. In regard to the Avon-
dale estate the only advice I can give—
and I suppose little notice will be taken
of tt—is that the Government should
make a big effort to dispose of the pro-
perty. They will have o ineur a heavy
loss Decause il is an estate which should
oot have heen purchased at the price.
Yandanooka is a good property in com-
parison with Avondale, not only as re-
gards the price but the uniformity of the
land. I am not in favour of the Govern-
ment farming on a large scale.  They
have quite enough to oecupy them in the
varions other activities connected with the
Government departments. The Harvey
estate has been cleared and a good deal
of public money has heen spent upon it
and T hope competent surveyors will he
employed to apportion the blocks in con-
formity with the qualily of the land. 1In
some parts bloeks of 10 acres will be
sufficient to maintain a family, but in
others, blocks of 40 and 60 acres will be
vequired. There is no doubt about the
estate being a good one. Tt has been ac-
muired by the present Government, whe
have launched big public works to make
the oecupation of the estate smneeessful,
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apd 1 think ihe people of Hm\e_y ure
gratetul for it.
Mr, Geurge: And they are anxious.
AMr. ’LOGHLEN : No matter what the

hon. member might claim was in the
pigeon-lioles of the department, it re-

mained for the present Government lo
pave the way for the settlement and oc-
cupaiion of that estate by giving it an
irrigation scheme which the other Govern-
ment, though having the opportunity,
tailed to provide,

Hon, FRANK WILSOX : When the
Avondale estate was purchased every-

one will concede that the price paid was
the fuli value, but value was received
by the State for the woney. We cannot
judge the price of land after we have
passed through such a drought as that
experienced last vear and ofler the estale
baz been locked up for three or four
years, I think we paid the full value for
the estate but still T think we got fair
value for the money, 1t was undoubtedly
second to none in Western Australia, It
juined the town and the Beverley people
were most anxions that it should he pur-
chased. The ex-memher for Beverley,
My, Bronn, was most anxions in regawd
{o this estale and whilst he oceupied a
seal in this House he asked the Govern-
ment what they mtended to do with it
and whether it was open for sale. Tt has
been said lhat we were {o blame beeause
we did nol immediately =ell it. The estate
was purchased only 12 months or so he-
fore we went out of oflice and the trans-
action was completed bhefore 1 ook oftice
as Premier perhaps 15 or 18 menths, and
in that time the estate had to be resar-
veved and cul np and priced, and the de-
partment does not do these things at ex-
press train speed. The resunlt was, hefore
we colld get a slart in earnest do sell the
land. we went out of office.

Mr. B, B. Johuston: You had plentr
of 1ime. You sold a few blocks.
Hon. FRANK WILSON : The estate

was opened for sale as soon as the estate
was subdivided and if it had remained
open, all of it would have heen sold. The
ex-Premier. Sir Newton Moore, took up
& hloek to start the thing going bui. as
soon  as the present Government tonk

(ASSEMBLY.]

oflice, they eclosed on it within the first
week or two of their oceupation of the
Treasury bench and even before Parlia-
ment had met. The ex-member for Bev-
erlev, Mr. Broun, on the 3th Auguss,
1913, asked the then AMlinister for Lands,
Mr. Bath, the following guestions:—

1, How many applications were re-
cetved by the department for blocks of
land on the Avondale estate since Qe-
tober, 19117 2, How many of these
.||1p]1(.1ho||-= iave been applmed and
the area of same?

The Minister for Lands replied—

1, No applications were received, us:r,
all the unselected portion of ihe estale
has been reserved.  The reservation,
however, i5 now being removed, and the
blocks, with the exception of the home-
stead and  Dblocks adjoining will be
available for selection on the 6th inst.
2, Answered hy reply to No. 1.

The hon. member was not content with
those replies and on the 14th August he
asked the Minister—*When did he with-
draw the Avondale estate from sale” and
the replv was “In Qctober. 19117  The
present Government fook office only on
the 10th or 11th Octoher, 1911, so that the
estate was withdrawn immediately. The
Minister was also asked—“Is he aware
that persons desirous of putting in ap-
plications were refused that right” and
his reply was—“Yes.”

The Minister for Warks:
zome fown lots.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Anvhow,
the ex-Minister said the applications were
refused.  Mr. Bath said distinetly that
immediately they took office he closed
down on this estate and up to the present
time it has not heen thrown open for
genuine application. Supposing  too
much was paid for the estate, does that
explain the action of the present Govern-
ment in withholding the realiration of the
property? Supposing  the Advisory
Board, who recommended the pnrchase of
this estate. recommended a price which
was too high, surely that does not ageount
for the faet that the estate is in the de-
plorable condition it is to-day. It is illegal
to have the estate closed up; the Act

Thex wanted
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stales {thal when aun eslate is re-purchased
it mnst be ent up and re-sold.

The Minister for Works: Not at any
price that is going.

Mr. Willmott: Ten per cent. above the
purchase price.

The Premier: We eould not get if,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The ex-
Minister said the Government had appli-
cations which were refused. The unsel-
ected portions of the estate were with-
drawn and to-day the estate is in the
same position. What is the explanation?
I believe the ex-Minister, Mr. Balh, at
that time had in mind the establishment
of an agricultural eollege. I think he
told me on ome oceasion, by interjection
in this House, that he intended te make
a model farm there for the training of
students,

The Minister for Mines: We have one
at Narrogin. .

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But he
thought so much of the Avondale Es-
tate that he was of opinion it could bet-
ter be used for the education of the
would-be agriculturists, and T think he
went further and announced his inten-
tion of establishing an agriculiural eol-
lege. Whether that was so or not, it was
rendered unnecessary when the Univer-
sity was establislied, becavse we have a
Chair of Agriculture and students can
tuke their eonrse at the University. Now
we come back to the position that we
have an estate which the ex-member for
Beverley says if properly handled and
managed could return £15,000 or £20,000
a year, I am satisfied that if if were pro-
perly managed ihe estate could return
full inierest, and I believe 10 per cent.
in addition, but here we have Estimates
showing that we are to expend £5,000
and to get back £4,500 for produce from
the farm, There is no interest allowed
in that and nothing for the bundred and
one other charges: therefore the Govern-
ment are estimating a loss which should
not be the case. The balance sheet to
whieh the Minister referred shows that
last year on the small turnover there was
a profit of £642. If this is right, surely
we ought to look forward to getting a
similar, if not bette- ~afurn this year. 1
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hope the iinister wilt give us an expla-
nation as to why the estate is withheld
from sale. If the conditions under which
it was first surveyed and put before the
public are unsuitable and do not encour-
age sale, they should be altered. 1 do
not think we should be so hide-bound as
to Lold hard and fast ,to any unsuitable
conditions and the House would be agree-
able, in fact the Government have the
rower to alter i{he eonditions. The Gov-
ernment might have been justified for a
snort time in reserving the estate if it
was their policy to establish an agrieul-
tural eollege there but, as soon as that
proposal was abandoned, they should have
attempled to realise on ihe estate, If
the Government tried to realise on the es-
tate to-day, they could not do so. There
are hundreds of farms for sale and it is
impossible to get a price for them.

The Minister for Works: You are ans-
wering your own queslion now.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, there is
no renson why the estate should not be
open for sale. Tle time has gone by
when it should have heen opened for sale,
and it is idle to blame me for the 12
months T held it. Let ns bave an expla-
nation why the estate is kept loecked up
all this time. If there is no explanation
o make, let us rectify the error and throw
the estate open for sale at prices thaf
will bring the purchase money.

Mr. Thomas: You could not get a man
fool enough to buy it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Farms
could be sold cut of the estate, The stony
ground is canly fit for grazing purposes,
but the hulk of the estate is first class
land., 1 think the Committee should have
a statement of the Government's policy in
this connection.

The PREMIER: T do not think it is
necessarv for the Government to an-
nounce their policy with regard to Avon-
dale or any other repurchased estate. The
Aet confrols us. But the Act was never
intended to eompel an ahsurdity like ihat
of throwing a repurchased estate on the
market when there is no possibility of se-
curing an adeqnate price. It is evident
ihat the member for Sussex and the mem-
hers of his Cabinet were not fullv seized
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of the position when they decided on the
purchase of the Avondale estate. It is
only a coincidence, of eourse, that this es-
tate was owned by a member

Hon. ¥Frank Wilson: Do not be ecad-
dish.

The PREMIER: By a member then
supporting the Liberal Government. It
so happencd that almost at that very
moment. the Federal Government had in-
troduced a tax on large estates; and it
was generally conceded by the public
that to dispose of this estate to the State
Government at the price obtained repre-
sented a very easy get-oul to the owner
of that property, in view of the heavy
Federal land tax,

Hon, Frank Wilson: You are making
a dirty insinnation, and you should not
do it.

The PREMIER: T say it is a coinei-
denee that the purchase took place just
at the lime the Federal land tax was im-
posed. It bas been sfated here times cuk
of number.

Hon, Frank Wilson: That does not
justify yon in repeating it.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. mem-
ber deny that the purchase took place
just at the fime——

Hon. Frank Wilson: T deny your in-
ference. Why did you buy the Yanda-
neoka estate? .

The PREMIER: I am merely stating .

Eaets.

Hon., Frank Wilson:
stating faels.

[ Mr. Carpenter took the Chair.]

The PREMIER: The present member
for Geraldton, then member for Cue,
made some remarks as to the priee that
was paid, and said something to the effect
thai about 2,000 acres of the estate was
not suitable for cumltivation. That hon.
member also explained that that was
known to the Mimister, but he further
said that Dhe doubted whether it was
known fto Cabinet when they agreed to
make the purchase, though eveniunally it
was disclosed in a minute to Cabinet, In
that minute the Minister had meationea
the fact that certain land was not eultiv-
able, and was worth only £1 per acre.
The words the Minister addressed to Cab-
inet were——

Youn are not
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I reported on the 15th Mareh, 1910,
that there were in the estate 5,000 aeres
worth £6 per acre, 1,000 acres worth
£2, and 807 acres worth £1.

Something like 1,000 acres of rocky land
were valued at £2, and 807 actes of rocky
land at £1. Thal should be a pretty de-
cent price for the class of land.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: It is grazing
tand.

The PREMIER: I do not know that
grazing land is worth £1 per acre. The
price paid for the estate was about
£59,000.

The Minister for Mines: Five pounds
five shillings per acre was the price.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did the agricul-
tural lands purchase board reecommend
the purchase?

The PREMIER: There is no need to
worry about that, becanse the appoint-
ment of the board was in the hands of
the Government. Only a few months
previously the Government had brought
down an amendment of the Agrienltural
Lands Purchase Act. The whole thing
was in the melting pot then, but never a
word about this purchase was mentioned
when that Aect was to be amended.

Mr. George: What is the inference?

Hon. Frank Wilsen: Do you charge
the Government with amending the Aet
so that they could buy this estate?

The PREMIER: T am only stating the
absolute faets,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are afraid
to make the charge.

The PREMIER: Y am not afraid to
make a statement if I bélieve it to he
true. T am only telling the Chamber what
actually occurred.

Mr. George: Do you mean to say that
the previous Government altered the Act
in order to do a dishonest thing?

The PREMIER: Let the hon, member
for Murray-Wellington give people credit
for having a little more sense than he pos-
serses.  Just prior to the purchase a Bill
came down for the purpose of amending
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, and
in conneetion with that Bill it was never
mentioned that the object of amending
the Act was to allow the purchase of the
Avondale estate.
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Mr. George: Was that likely to be ihe
ohject? Wage there any neeessity for
mentioning it? How do yon connect the
two?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
may connect the two as best he can. I am
stating the facts pure and simple. When
that happened the Goverament had al-
veady had under consideration the ques-
tion of repurchasing the Avondale es-
tate, That has never been denied. The
tofal price paid by the Government for
the estate, plus survey fees, amounted in
round ligures to £60,000. Now we come
to the question why ihe cstate has not
been sold. The member for Perth insists
that the Government ncver made an at-
tempt to sell the estate, and that they
could have sold it if they had made the
attempt.

Hon. Prank Wilsen: The price paid
for the estate was £51,400.

The PREMIER: The interest on the
money has to be added to arrive at the
cost to the Government. On the 3lst
January, 1911, Mr. Troy, on hehalf of
Mr. Collier, put the following questions
to the then Minister for Lands, and re-
ceived the following replies:—

AMr. Troy (for Mr. Collier) asked
the Minister for Lands: 1, On what date
were applications invited for selection
of blocks on the lately purchased Avon-
dale estate? 2, On what date did ap-
plications close? 3, How many bloeks
were offered? 4, How many appliea-
tions were received? 5, What price
per acre was paid by the Government
for the estate? 6, What is the average
price per acre at whick the land is
offered to the public?  The Minister
for Lands replied: 1, 2nd December,
1910 (date of first advertisement). 2,
21st December, 1910. 3, Nine under
conditional purchase conditions and
ten as working men’s blocks, 4, One
under conditional purchase eonditions
and oune under working men’s blocks on
opening day, and one under conditional
purchase and one nnder working men's
blocks sinee. 3, £3 3s. 6, £€3 16s. 2d.

There is the position, and vet Lon. menm-
bers ask why we have not sold the estaia.
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Just after the Liberal Government had
obtained anthority for the purchase of the
estate, they put it on the market and
obiained only two applications, one for
a conditional purchase and one for a
workmen’s block. That was when there
was a good demand for land. Now land
valzes are down and we have passed
through a series of bad years, and hon.
members opposite want to know why we
have not disposed of ihe estate.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did you wiih-
draw it from sale?

The PREMIER: Just now [ am only
answering the member for Perth.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There were four
offers.

The PREMIER: There were only twin
The two others came too late.

Hon. Frank Wilson: At all events we
sold some blocks, and you sold none.

The PREMIER: Undoubtedly a good
deal of it 1s splendid land, and as soon
as an opportunity presents itself the es-
tate will be disposed of. But we are not
woing to sell this land so as to permit
someone to wet a large estate ont of land
bought with public money for closer set-
tlement purposes. [ will now read a
statement made by Mr. Bath, when Min-
ister for Lands, on ihe 9th July, 1912—

The houn. gentleman says that I am not
selling ihe Avondale estate. As a mat-
ter of fact, I have reserved portion of
it, hecause it may be possible that the
Tniversity, when estahlished, will desire
to have a suitable area of land for an
agricultural college, and while they may
not decide that this is a suitable place,
T have reserved if, and am awaiting their
decision on the mafter, becaunse, if it
is not utilised for I(he purpose, the
Agricultural Department can utilise it
to great advantage as a farm for the
growth of pure seed wheat with which
to sapply farmers. In regard to the
value of the land outside that partieulur
park reserve, I have had an offer for
it, but the request was for a big area.
T understand that the area was resumed
for closer settlement punrposes, and it iz
certainly contrary fo the principles of
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Aet,
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and contrary to the interests of the es-
tate, if, after resuming it, we allow it
to go out into large areas again, and
permit the same old order to continue.
Tp to date there have been no genuine
offers for land in the Avondale estate
from persons desivons of obtaining it un-
der closer settlement conditions. During
recent years we have not pressed the sale
for the reason pointed out by Mr. Bath,
and also becanse it would be abseluiely
suicidal 1o place the estate on the market
under conditions obtaining at present in
Western Australia. Perhaps after this
yeuar the land will be saleable, ¥While we
are not hopeful that we shall be able to
get a full cash return for the outlay, yet
we ought to get a return in the fact that
a number of families will be settled on an
estate on which previously only one
family resided. We are not going to he
a party to granting this estate to anyone
who comes along and makes an applica-
tion for it. 'The estate must he disposed
of in accordance with the terms of closer
setilement lewislation. 3Meantime the best
use possible will be made of the estate
by the Government. Let me tell hon.
members who tallk about the condition of
the estate (hat prior to this year, at all
events, the Avondale estate has been re-
coenised by farmers for miles around ns
a farm upon which pure seed wheat was
being produced.
Hon. .J. Mitchell :
reasonabie prafit.
The PREMIER: Yes, so from the
point of view of the interest of the State
we have lost nothing, Whether the con-
ditions are such as the member for Bev-
erlev (Mr. Wansbrough) has stated to-
night 1 am not in a position to affirm or
deny, bat I am doubtful if they are as
had as the hon, member claims. It mast
he remembered that thoughout this State
and practieally all the Commonwealth,
as the result of a very wet season fol-
lowing on a drought. we have had an ex-
ceplional growth of weeds. Tt is not
confined to Avondale, but is eommon to
every holding in the State. It invariably
happens in snch circumstances, and to
condemn the Avondale estate because it

And vou made g
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happens there as elsewhere, is unfair
both to the manager and to the estate.

Hon, J. Mitehell: The fences are al-
mosi growing weeds this year in all the
distriets.

The PREMIER: T can assure the
hon. member that I saw wheat crops in
Sounth Australia in whieh the wild pop-
Pies were higher than the wheat, When
I asked the reason why, T was told it
was in consequence of the abnormal con-
ditions due lo the wet season following
upon a drv one.

Mr. Harricon: That would not apply
to the timber undergrowth at Avondale.

The PREMIER: No. The hon. mem-
her may be eorrect in regard to that un-
dergrowth, bui T do not think it is so
serious after all. In any case it can
easily be disposed of. We are not de-
sirous of holding on to the Avondale es-
tate, except for the purpose of dispos-
ing of it in conformity with the terms of
the Act.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Did not you hold it
for stock purposes last vear?

The PREMIER: No; Yandanooka
was so held. Avondale was not held from
that point of view exclusively.

Hon. J. Mitehell: It was very nseful
though.

The PREMTER: T am sure the mem-
ber for Northam, who was largely re-
sponsible for tbe purchase, would not
sngmest that the present juncture is a
suitable time to put that estate on the
market. When the opportunity occurs
for us to dispose of it satisfaetorilv we
will disprose of 1, heenuse we want some
of the cash hack for the purpose of
closer settlement.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I
regret  fhat  hon. members opposile
have wasted time in going into ancient
history and so delaying the passing of
the Istimates for something like an
hour, If they had left the matter in the
hands of the member for Northam ({Flon.
J. Mitchell) whe knows something about
it, instead of in the hands of the member
for Canning {Mr. Robinson) who knaws
nothing ahout it, the FEstimates would
have gone through more quickly. The
eriticism of the memher for Canmning, in
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regard {o Avondale, reminds me of the old
gaving (hat the man who knows nothing
about the inatter can talk the longest on
it.  The member for Beverley (Mr.
Wansbrough) stated that he did not an-
ticipate we would et su much revenue
from Avondale this yvear, that the erop
is not looking as well as other crops in
the districi. I have bere a minute under
to-day's date from Mr. Robinson, the
manager, as follows—

We lhave about 1,700 aeres under
erop this year and up to date the pro-
spect is very eacouraging,

It shows that the views of the officer n
eharge do not coineide with those of the
member for Beverlev. The hon, member
also stated that to-dayv we have not 1,000
sheep on the holding. As a matter of
fact we have 2,500 there—an evidenee that
the hon. member does not realise what
the estate is being used for. Taking into
considevation the seasons we have had to
contend with, the Government during the
last year or two have done very well in
their endeavour to recoup some of the
expenditure by way of payment of in-
terest on this eslate, A small profit has
been shown for the last two years and,
as the Prewmier stated, immediately land
values rise to what they were when the
estate was puorehased, the Government
will take the first opportunity of getting
rid of the estate. The member for Mur-
ray - Wellington (Mr. George) com-
menced hy asking what we were going
to do with the Harvev estate, Later in
his speeeh he explained that a little time
ago the acting Premier, in answer to a
question, stated that it was proposed to
sell 600 acres of it as soon as the irriga-
tion work was completed. Yet the hon.
member wasted half an hour asking what
we were going to do with it. YWhen in-
troducing the vote I pointed out that the
interest of the last vear had not been
paid, and that in consequence we have
this year to meet two years’ interest, with
the result that the expenditure iz a little
higher.

Tiem—Avondale estate, general ex-
penses, including purchase of working
plant, wages, working expenses, interest,
ete.. £3,000:
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: I notice in the
balance sheet ihat the esiale earped in-
terest £1,098 in 1914 and, in addition
provided a profit of £642. In view of the
Tact that but a very small portion of the
estate was being cultivated, this return
indicates the quality of Ihe holding., The
Premier was perfeetly right in the eon-
tention that it is a good estate.

Tlhe Premier: You would not advise
us fu press the sale of it now?

Hon, J, MITCHELL: No, but it was
a mistake to withdraw it in 1911. I un-
derstand thai the Premnier, speaking at
Avondale, said the Aet had been amended
to enable us to purchase the estate. That
statement wus erroncouns. The amend-
ment of the Aet in 1909 had no connec-
tion whatever with the purchase of the
estate which was effected some time
previously. It has become the custom to
speak disparagingly of the Avondale es-
tate, and in view of this it was the more
pleasing to hear the Premier admit that
it is a good proposition,

Mr. HARRISON: An estate such as
this, with two watercourses and perman-
ent buildings, would furnish an ideal
place for the establishment of a dairy
farm.

The Premier: It would be of no use
having one isolated dairy farm there.

Mr. HARRISON: From Beverley fo
Toodyay we could get quicker settle-
ment by dairying. If the GCovern-
ment could prove the possibility of
dairying in this dislrict they would
be able to sell the land at a profit. It
strikes me that this rock country cannot
be worth £1 an aere if it cannot carry .
more sheep than it is stated it ean carry.
If dairving eonld be proved to be a pro-
fitable undertaking on this estate, I think
it would be found to be a valuable pro-
perty.

Vote put and passed. .

Railway Department (Hon. J. Scad-
dan, Minister).

Vote — Railways and
£1,654,579 .

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [9.46]: I have no
intentton of submitting these Estimates

Tramways,
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in the form of departmental Estimates.
The report of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways for this year has heen before mem-
bers for some time and will give the de-
tails of the operation of the railways for
the previons year. I can add nothing to
the report of the Commissioner. If hon.
members tequire information as to last
year's operations they will find it eou-
tained in that report.

Mr. Smith: What about next year?

The PREMIER: I will come to ihat.
So far as the current financial year is
concerned, it is not anticipated that there
will be any alteration in the system at
present operaling either in regard to
fares or freights, or in any other direc-
tion, Al that can be said in regard to
the present financial year is that the Es-
timates which are now submitted to mem-

bers are hased on the mileage that will he

operated on for the year. In that direc-
tion the Railway Estimates are, generally
speaking, more accurate than those for
any other department, which is due to the
fact that it is pretty well known when
the Estimates are submitted what the cost
per mile of operating the svstem will be,
and what the earnings per mile, accord-
ing to the then outlook of the season. will
be. We anticipate a pretty good har-
vest, and so from that point of view are
able to antieipaie o fairly good financial
result. At the same time we do not an-
ticipate quite as good resulls from the
harvest as we received for the vear 1913-
14. That is due in a large measure to the
fact rhat a good deal of the timber trade
and the carrying of timber over our rail-
wavs will not he the same as if was in
that vear. and also that we shall not be
earrvine over the rallway svstem so much
malerial as was carried in that vear., The
Falling-off, however, will he verv largely
counierhalanced by dle increased harvest
which we anticipate for this coming sea-
son. The Railway FEstimales arve, as 1
have said. based on the milenge. Tf the
mileage inereases verv nuch the amount
to be expended-will also be increased. 1f
we do nof, on the other hand, operaie on
the same mileage as the Fstimates are
worked npon, there will he so mueh Jess
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expenditure. The same thing ccemrs in
vegard to ihe earnings. They fuctuate
up and down aeccording to the mileage.
Our mileage is, however, inereasing. I
have been nervous in regard to the posi-
tion of our railways in some directions.
We have one mile of railway for every
9 persons, including men, women and
children, in the State.

Hon. J. Mitchell
matter?

The PREMIER: It might not matter
if the whole of fthe population was cen-
tred around our exishing railway systems,
but the trouble is that the population is
seattered throughout the State. The re-
sult is that these 96 persons are not
bringing revenue to our railway system.
1 am donbiful whether members would
find auy other plaee in the world where
we lave a similar mileage lo the propor-
tion of population in the State. As a
matier of fact, everyone of the 96 per-
sons in the State ean claim to own one
mile of our railways.

My, Smith: Why do you not rednce the
eost by intreducing motor trains, and oil-
driven framways?

The PREMTER: The hon. member
might he prepared (o toke on an experi-
ment of {hat kind, but T am not sa pre-
pared, I de not think our railway ofli-
cers would be prepared to iake on the ex-
periment either.  There are, of course.
cases where suclh a mode of traction is of
advantage, hut this form of traction is
not usedt for the general working of a
railway system. Tt is not adopted any-
where in the world except in isolated
cases, cither for lighl passenger or smail
woods traflie, There are no railways
working anvwhere in the world cntirely
an the uil-engine system.

Mr. Smith: T only mean in regard to
light agrieultural extensions,

The PREMIER: 11 is not desirable at
this stage to commenee experimenting
with eur railway svstem when it is show-
ing thie excellent resulis that it is.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T wish the Pre-
mier would knoek off some of his experi-
ments in other directions, and refrain
from experimeniing at all,

What does that
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The PREMIER: We are not experi-
menting; we are only taking up work
that is essential and should be done in
the way of encouraging the development
of our various indnstries. e believe in
home manufacture and in the encourage-
ment of our own men in our own Slale,
if that can be done. If it cannoi he
done, we believe in encouraging first of
all the men in Australia. We also be-
lieve in expending our money so that it
shall be circulated in the State, and so
Ihat evervone shall derive benefit from il.
Though it mighi appear on the halance
slieets that there has been a loss on our
State enterprises, from the point of view
of the community there has been a gain.
So it is with our railway svsiem.  Our
ralways showed a loss for laslt year of
£1530,000 on the =ame basis as ouar other
teading concerns, If we charged up in-
terest and sinking fund on the capital,
the eost of our railway svstem would have
in be added 1 by the sum of £150,000.
But surely no hon. member will assert
that, because of this loss, our railway
svstem is not of advantage to the people
of the State.

Mr. Harrizon: You
anything else last vear.

The PREMIER: I have never stated
that T anticipated that there would be
anvthing else bnt a loss on last year’s
operations. [ want to make this remark,
namely that it is & great wonder to me
that the loss has not been lLeavier. T
was assured by the Under Treasurer of
Vieloria (Mr, Minogue) when T was in
Melbourne reeenlly that Vietoria, that
compacl little State, had also been suffer-
ing a very great loss on her railway svs-
tem.  What le said showed lhat Vietoria
had =zoffered even more than Western
Australia was suffering. He stated that
thev were passing through exaetly the
same phase thai we in Wesiern Australia
were passing throngh. in regard to the
development of the agrienltural industry.
and in the loss incurred throwgsh pushing
the vailways out into the haek hlocks.
He stated {hat through these exfensions
heing made the railway svstem showed a
loss to the State of £1.000 per day for

could not expeect
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every day in the year. But the Guvern-
ment ¢f Vietoria are nol worrying ahbout
this. They recognise that it had to hap-
pen. The same thing applies to our rail-
way system in this State. While we are
buikding railways (hroughout sparsely
populated areas, which are in course of
development, we must espect to have a
losz on the railwavs. We have, however,
lost considerahly less in eomparison with
Vietovia than we might have lost. I do
not think we are justilied in adding sink-
ing fund to our railway system. 1t is
Just as much an asset and is kept up to
just the same slandard as it was at the
outset, and a sinking fund is not neces-
sary in an uwndertaking of that kind.
There i3 no similar gauge in the world
which has hetter provision for earrying
freights and aeecommodating passenger
traffic than the \Western Australian rail-
way system. Tt compares more than
favourably with most of the helter gauges
which are provided in other parts of
Australia, Tn connection with our trams,
here is one of our Siate trading ventures
and it is one which is showing a profit,

Hon. J. Milehell: Not whed vou are
providing for all the expenditure. You
must charge inferest on the power house.

The PREMTER : Surely the hon. men-
her will be fair even in reward to a Slaie
trading eoncern,

Ifon. J. Mitehell: Of course, you have
not vet eome to that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
trying now to charge up the whole of
the capital cost in connegtion with ounr
new power lhouse to the tramway system,
wlen he ourhf io know that the new
power house——

Hon. J. Mitehell: Which should have
been finished in 1914,

The PREMIER : Which should have
been finished at lhe end of 1914 hut
whicl, owing {o the war, it was found
impossible to finish, was built not merely
for the purpose of providing current for
the Perth tramway system bnt for the
purpose of providing current for the
whole of the metropolitan- area.

Mr, Y. B. Johnston: It ought to have
heen finished hefore the war hroke oul,
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The PREMIER: No, that is not so.
On the contract, the work should have
heen completed by the end of the year
1914. In the circumstances it is not fair
to charge the full interest on the capital
expenditure to the iramways. In any
case the tramways are not yet gelling the
full benefit of (he power house. Until
they do so it is not fair to charge this up
against them. Wg had to provide a new
power lionse for the purpose of giving
additional current, whick was necessary
to operate our tramways suceessfully.
The reason we purchased the framways
was dne to the faect that the tramway
company were up against things from the
point of view of current. They were not
prepared to expend a large sum of money
on putting up a new power house unless
they conld get authority from Parliament
for the extension of their eoncession, but
this anthority was not forthcoming. We,
therefore, stepped in and purchased the
tramways in accordance with the desire,
not only of the Government but of the
opposite side of this Chamber. It can
fairly be said, [ think, that we have
stolen this poliey of the nationalisation
of the tramway system from our friends
opposite. This is one of the State trading
eoncerns which our friends opposite ad-
vocated.

Mr. Thomson: What about the “West-
ern Australia”?

The PREMIER : That 1s doing its part,
at any rate. 'The hon. member will prob-
ably hear something about the “Western
Ausiralia” which will satisfy hum. Last
year the earnings on our tramway system
amounted to £114,021 while the expendi-
ture amounfed to £63,237, which left us
a surplus of £48,784.

Mr., Swmith: Affer making provision for
interest?

The PREMIER: No. We are provid-
ing in this for #£10,000, which goes
towards the belated repairs fund for the
purpose of bringing the track up to the
standard in several directions. e are
also providing for the three per cent. to
the municipalities, amounting to £3,386,
and the interest which amouated to
£23,931, which mives a net profit, after
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paying interest, the 3 per cent. to the
municipalities and the £10,000 towards
the helated repairs fund, of £11,467.

Mr. Smith: By charging extortionate
fares.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
stating what is not corvect. We are not
charging extortionate tares.

Hon. J. Mitehell : What aboul the =ink-
ing fund?

The PREMIER: The siuking fund is
not chargeable yet. I think it will le
chargeable next year. The member for
North Perth has spoken often about fares
charged on the tramways since lie entered
Parliament, but previons to that he was
dumb on the subject. 1 am beginning to
wonder why the lion. member has so sud-
denly changed the opinions he previously
lield on the matter, This must be eaused
by oue or two things, either he is playing
off to his constituents purely and simply
and is not concerned about the intevest
of the State as a whole, or else he was,
prior to becoming the memher for North
Perth, interested in seeing a foreign eoun-
try taking money out of Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. JJ. Mitehell: That is not fair.

The PREMIER: I was going to say
that the hon. member’s newspaper is al-
ways one of the strongest supporters of
the (fovermmeut in entering into trading
concerns if it thinks there is any possi-
bitity of a [failure.

Mr. Smith: We were the strongest
supparters of the Government purchasing
the trams on the assumpiion that they
were to charge penny fares afterwards.

The PREMIER : The hon. mem-
her desired that we should rush into
the purchase of a tramway system to
immediately reduce fares, so as to
show a loss and so that, after show-
ing a loss, he could in his newspaper
tarn  round and, by means of glar-
ing headlines, show to the public that
here was another State trading conecern
which was showing a deficit, The one
concern which we are operating in the in-
terests of the people in the metropolitan
area is showing us a very handsome pro-
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fit because we have stuck io the prices
which were charged by the privale com-
pany which owned (he concern. That
only proves that if the Governmeni chose
to run all its concerns in the way that
private enterprise did previously there
would he no trouble in showing profits.
We have proved that the Government ean
run the tramway sysiem as the company
did and show equally good results.

Mr. Thomson: You do not run vour
vilier concerns in the same way,

The PREMILR: The Government have
stood hebind the Commissioner of Rail-
ways and unlil we et additional power
for the purpose of bhelter meeting the
public requirements we arc not going lo
alter the existing system. We cannot pro-
vide penny sections when we have nof
ol tlre cars o earry the people.

Mr, Smith: Are you building new ears?

T'lie PREMIER: We have made pro-
vision on lhe loan Estimates for 10
bogev cars. There are 10 under-frames
on order which will arrive during the
financial vear and 10 others will be or-
dered al a later stage. I think hon. mem-
bers will agree that the tramway sysiem
is heing well operated and well managed
by the Commissioner and his staff.

Mr. HARRISOXN : T would like to ask
the Minister for Ruilwavs whether, in
view of Lhe big traffic ic Carrabin in
consequence of ihe opening up of the
Westonia goldfield, any provision las
been made for a goods shed and for
accommodalion for passengers at that
centre.

The CHATRMAN: We are not yet on
items,

Mr. THOMSOXN (IKatanning) [10.7]:
In discussing the railwayvs last session I
drew the attention of lhe House to the
faet that 80 per cent. of the increases
had heen paid by ibe agricultural dis-
iriets, and 1 also drew altention to the
unfairness ol the eharzes imposed in the
couniry districts as compared with those
in the metropolitan area. If we turn lo
page 7 of the last report of the Commis-
sioner of Railwayvs we will find there that
holiday excursion fares were increased,
but not in ihe metropolitan avea.

finl
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The Minister for Mines: There are no
holiday excursions in the melropolitan
area.

Mr, THOMSON: A person can travel
from Perih to Fremantle on certain davs
for 10d. I want to profest that when
cconomies are to be effected they are al-
ways elfected at fhe expense of the coun-
try, aud when freights have to be in-
erensed Lhe increases nre always put un
the counlry. The holidav exeursion rates
lave Leen increnszed by Gd. Rrst-class und
4d. second-class up ro 25 wiles and pro-
portinately for lonper distances, equiv-
alent {o Is. 9d. first-class and 9. serond-
class up io 100 miles and 2s. fHest-class
and 1s. second-clazss for dislunces over
1060 miles.

The Minister for Mines: So are the eity
season tickels increased,

The Ainister for Works: Alzo the eity
daily {tickets.

Mr. TIIOMSON: Pardon me, ihey are
not. I mn ¢quoting from the Commission-
er’s reporl. "l'he Commissioner says—

In my opinien, =eeing it hecame
necessary to raise these fares. a
corresponding  increase  ecould  with

equily have been made in the case of

ordinary suburhan tickeis,

The Premier: He savs “ordinary™ hot
Yexcursion.”

'The Minister for Mines: Ordinary tie-
kets for the country were not touched.

My, THOMSON: If a man travels 12
miles in the country he has to pay 1s.
104., and for the same privilege and in a
more comfortable carriage in the wetro-
politan area he pays 1s. 2d. and on two
days of lhe week he can travel for 10d.
I want to emplasise what the Commis-
sioner says. Evidently he was directed
by the Government and the increases
which were mnade were put on ihe couniry
districis. He adds—

An additional 1d, on single and 2d.
on return tfickets would. in (he agere-
zate, provide a substantial addilion lo
the revenue without pressing unduly on
the metropolitan residents, and the in-
crease would not be felt by them any
more than hy the long disiance pas<en-
aprs,
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1 wonder why the Government are so
solicitous about the metropolitan peoplet

The Premier; The difference is that the
great bulk of the tickets issued in the
meiropolitan area are issued to people
going to and from their work. The ex-
cursion tickets are for people coming
from the country for pleasure purposes.

Mr. THOMSON : 1 objeet to the pref-
erential treatment. The same thing ap-
plies to the increases in freights. The
guburban people ought to be made to pay
more, On the Commissioner’s own show-
ing the traffic in the metropolitan area is
run at an absolute loss, The same thing
applies io the inerease in the freights,
and particularly the inereases on the
necessaries of life. The Commissiciner
on this subject points out that on food-
stuffs and on ordinary necessaries of life,
the increases range from one-fourteenth
of a penny to one-tenth of a penny per
Ib., whilst on lines such as sugar, whieh is
usually conveyed in 5-ton lols, the in-
crease is one-thirty-third of a peany per
lb. only, it eannot be conlended that these
increases are seriously felt.  These in-
ereases in freights do not affect the met-
ropolitan area at all but they do seriously
affect the people living in the country.
So far as the loss is concerned, lhe Comn-
nissioner points out that last year there
was a decrease of £138,000 compared with
1M13-14.  The wheat yield of 2.624,190
bushels against 13,331,000 bushels for the
previous year largely acecounted for the
discrepaney, the quantity of wheat trans-
ported last year being only 56,928 tons,
whilst that handled during 1914 amounted
to 209,143 tons. I am endeavouring to
show that the working of the distriet rail-
ways may possibly have resulted in a
small loss, and that the Commissioner de-
clares the loss to be due largely to the
bad harvest. There is only one way by
which we can open up and develop the
country. and that is by building rajlways.
After all we are not iu the position of
some of the other States whicl lave their
rivers by which they can get their pro-
duce to the seabnard, and though in re-
gard to our railways we may lose indi-
reetly, we get from them a lasting hene-
fii. There i no parallel between il
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steamships and the Railways, The Rail-
ways have an absalute monopoly and are
a law unto themselves,

The Minister for Mines: So are the
shipping combine.

Mr. THOMBOKN: I am not defending
them, but the Rajlways have made Jaws
which are grossly unfair to the publie.
The State steamers in the North-West en-
tered info direet competition with private
enterprise. The people in the North al-
ready had means of getting their pro-
duee (o the markel.. Moreover, the ser-
vice has not been improved by the advent
of Government steamers. But lhe Rail-
ways are an absolute law nnto themselves.
1 know of a firm who delivered to the
Railway Department at Albany 75 haps
of cement. The Railways delivered at
Katanning 71 bags of cement.

The Premier: They could have heen’
sent at Commissioner’s risk,

Mr. THOMSON: If a private indi-
vidual had taken 75 baps and delivered
71

Mr, Wilimeti: He would have heen rut
in prison.

Mr. THOMSON: 'The Commissioner
of Railways shelters himself behind regu-
lations exemipting him from liability for
any loss, damage, injury, detention or
delay in respect to any goods sent or
carried at owner’s risk, unless the dam-
age is proved to have been occasioned by
the wilful miseconduet of the Commis-
sioner or his servants. Tn the name of
Heaven, how is a private individual to
prove wilful misconduct on hehalf of the
Commissioner or his servants?

The Premier: It has been proved in
numerous eases.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 maintain that it is
wilful misconduct if they do not deliver
what has heen enirusted to {Hem, These
are the hnasted railwavs whieh we own.
T am satisfied that if the consignor went
to Jaw he would win.

The Premier: Let him go to law.

Mr. THOMSON: That is the attitude
of the Commissioner. 1l is alwavs “Tet
him go o law 7 bhut if ihe indjvidual wing
the department immediatelv appeals. To
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my mind the department is defranding
the pevple of the State.

The Premier: Say that outside.

Mr. THOMSON: No. I will adopt Lhe
frequeni attitude of the Premier and say
it here, instead. The deparfment is abso-
Yutely defrauding the people of the State
of thousands of pounds a year. ln this
ease tbe cement in dispule is worth only
about 35s. Who is going into a lawsuit
with the Government over 35s.7 That is
the stand the Railway Repartment adopt.
They know the people will not go to
court, at least not over small sums.

The Premier: He could have sent it at
the Commissioner’s risk.

Mr. THOMSON: I maintain that if
the Railways received 75 arficles they
should deliver 75.

The Premier: Nonsense.

My, THOMSON: If the Premier got
short delivery oceasionally he might
change his views. To my mind it is
grossly unfair that the Commissioner
should adopt the attitude be does in re-
gard to these regulations. Our hoasted
ownership of the railways is a mere myth.
We have to comply with all the Commis-
sioner’s conditions and regulations. We
say the railways are owrs, but that is ali
we have from them.

The Premier: The yoods eould be in-
sured under Commissioner’s risk.

Mr. THOMSON: What rcal risk does
the Commissioner take?

Mr. Willmolt: The eonsiguor would
have to go to law then and fight it. 1
have been there myself.

Mr. THOMSON: I will just show of
what valne i1s the Commissioner’s risk. In
the case of a man sending plate glass
under Commissioner’s risk, the only risk
the Commissioner takes is while the goods
are in transit. Yet the only possible
chance plate glass wonld have of being
damaged would be while heing loaded or
unloated. The moment it is unloaded in
the roibway shed the Commissioner’s risk
veases. How much, then, is that risk
worth? T maintain it is most unfair.
Where is the return for the Commission-
er’s exira charge, if he takes no responsi-
bility at all? 71t is grossly unfair for the
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Railways to shelier themselves behind
laws of their own making under which
they are able to defraud the people. We
lkave here a list of works which may
possibly be undertaken this year. Judg-
ing by the balance-sheet submitted to the
eountry, 1 do not think anybody has seen
evidenee of much money available for
the undertaking of works. Railways have
been authorised, and the Government can-
not proceed with them through lack of
funds. This is very evident in my dis-
trict. The line from Nyabing was
passed, and the settlers are in a very un-
foriunate position

The Premier: That has nothing to de
wiih tliese HEstimates,

Mr, THOMSON: T am merely reply-
ing to the Dremier's remark. I under-
stand extensions and improvements to ex-
isting lines are provided for in these Esti-
mates.

The 1remier: No; they are on Loan
Estimates.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The whole thing
appears to be loan.

Mr. THOMSON: A considerable
aimount of money is being lost by the
department through not providing water
facilities. On the Great Southern line
the department have heen hauling water
for niles from Lake Matilda,

The Premier: That is loan also.

Mr. THOMSON: Surely the water
supplies for locomotives do not come out
of loan. Thousands of pounds could be
saved and the working expenses of the
department reduced if adeguate water
supplies were provided for the loco-
motives. The (Government were bringing
water from Lake Matilda to Katanning,
and also from Kwobrup, a matter of 20
to 25 miles, and water was also purchased
from private individuals. T have nothing
{0 say apainst the private individuals, Tmt
lhere seems to be a lack of good manage-
ment that the department do not put
down their own dams. The department
were paying up fo £80 and £90 a month
for water. This eapitalised for 12 months
would provide a pretty large dam, T dir-
ecled aitention to this matter last session,
and T do &0 again now in the hope that
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the Minister will {ake note of it, because
thonsands of pounds could be saved in
this direction alone.

The Premier: Your own people are res-
ponsible for nothing heing done. The
[Guanning people turned down the pro-
posal,

My, THOMSON: I am not speaking
particularly of Katanning, but of the sys-
tem as a whole aleng the Great Southern
line. Whatever action the Katanning peo-
ple might have taken as regavds water
supplies does nol affect the Railway De-
partment.

The Premier: ‘I'hat is the only plaee
wlere we are purchasiny water from pri-
vate supplies.

Mz, THOMSON: Ne. The department
are purchasing from other supplies, awl
there lias heen nnnecessary  haulage.
There appears to have been a grave lack
of management in providing water sup-
plies for oar railwavs.

The Premier: Yon do not know what a
diffienlt task it is.

My, THOMSON : Possibly it might be,
but when the depariment are purchasing
water and dragging it for 60 to 70 miles,
when there are plenty of running streams.
one wonrers why it is done.

The Minister for Mines: Nat so many
running streams.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, there are.

The Minister for Works: Running lasl
year?

Mr, THOMSON: This has been going
on for vears, The Cireat Southern has
been in the hands of the Government for
17 wvears, and thev have not provided
facilities.

The Premier: There is n nice indict-
ment against your own Governments.

Mr. THOMSON: Rnt the present
Government have done neihing.

The Premier: (iive us 13 years of offiee,
and T will promige vou good water sup-
plies.

AMr. THOMBON: Gnd forbid that we
should have 13 wvears under the present
Government. We would all be in the
Tnsolvency Court. The present Govern-
meni have been in office for four years
and have done nothing.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier : That is not correct.

Mr. THOMSON : I do not excuse
previous Governments, but the pregent
Government can do it and I want them
to do it. Railway stations in the
metropolitan and suburban areas are
provided with waiting rooms for ladies
and gentlemen, but the poor unfortunate
male in the ecountry is supposed to bhe
pretty hardy and no provision is made
for him.

The Premier: They told us when
we started to build these wheat railways
that they did not want platforms or
sheds.

Mr. THOMSOXN : 1 am denling with
stations on main lines. There nre Narro-
gin, Wagin, Katanning, and other stations
right down without waiting rooms for
males.

Mr. E. 13, Johnston : There are lots of
more urgent requirements.

Mr. THOMSON : Perhaps so. There
i# one fuir-sized station without a4 waiting
room for ladies.

The Premier: I c¢an point to places
that are without railways.

The Minister ior Works : Where can
you find waiting rooms for males ?

Mr. THOMSOX : There is one at
Subiaco and another at Cottesloe Beach.
Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You are wrong.

The Minister for Mines: TLet us
build the railways and never mind
about the waiting rooms,

Mr. THOMSOX : If the Premier will
undertake to immediately start the
Nyabing extension, I will say no more.
When the Government are increasing
railway fares, they should remember that
the residents in the country are part
owners of the railways and should not
be called upen to pay higher fares than
those who are living in more favoured
portions in the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[10.40]: A statement in the report of the
Commissioner that strikes me as being
peculiar is that, while the earnings on
the roilways decreased by £198,000,
the expenses decreased by only £74,000.

The Premier: That is easily under-
stood.

Hon. J. MITCHELL :
apart from that.

The interest is
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The Premier : When we increase our
railway system as we have been doing,
the cost for running the increased
mileage is greater in proportion than
earnings.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I do not think
80 at all. The decrease in the revenue is
altogether our of proportion to the
decrease in the expenditure. When we
come to take district railways we find
that, notwithstanding that last year
was a had one, the earnings on the
lines were not so much less than they
were in the previous year. The total dif-
ference shown is only some £33,000 odd,
apart from two isolated railways. When
we remember that the decrease in freight
on wheat last year was £112,000 we can
see what these railways would have been
to the State if we had had the wheat
traffic. These district lines are paying
handsomely if they get credit for all
they are entitled to. The line from
CGoomalling to Wongan gets the credit
for just its proportion of the freight
charged fron Wongan to Fremantle,
which is not fair. The Premier is
always referring to thesc lines as being
the cause of all his trouble.

The Premier : I have not done so.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : ‘This paltry
£33,000 loss shown on the lines is said
to be the cause of all his trouble. LEvery
paying agricultural railway is taken
out of the loss. but if they were all put
together we should find there was a
profit.

The Premier :
referring to ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : A great deal
of the logs incurred has been made on the
goldfields district railways.

The Premier: That is not s¢. The
Kalgoorlie line is what saved us last
year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : T am talking
about the district railways on the
goldfields. YWhat have the Government
done to increase their earnings ? They
have increased the freight on fertilisers
by £28,000 since 1912-13. This is all
against the farmer.

The Premier: They are not paying
as much as people pay for the carriage of
their food supplies to the goldfields.

What lines are you
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Hen. J. MITCHELL: Why do we
want cheap freights on fertilisers if not
to increase the production of cur lands ?

The Premier: To assist development
in its early stages.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: To assist the
State and to asgist the railways. I ain
not, of course. saying a word against
the goldfields. We find that in 1912-13
393,000 tons of goods earned £476,000.
In 1914-15 324,000 tons of goods earned
£501,000. There were 75,000 tons less
carried, but the Covernment made
£25,000 more in freight.

The Premier: {annot
member understand that ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : No, T cannot
understand it. except that ireights have
heen increased. Fares and ireights have
been increased all along the line and it is
time the House entered a protest againhst
this sort of thing. Now we come to the
question of parcels rates. Parcels are
taken to people all over the State, to
peopte on the goldfields, but more pur-
ticularly to people in the agricultural
areas. The freights on parcels have
been considerably increased, in fact
have been increaged double the amount
in many cases,

The Premier :

the hon.

‘That is not so.
[Mr. MceDoweall resuimed the Chair.)

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Yes, I say they
have heen materially increased. This
increase hay meant a considerable re-
duction in the comfort for thes peopls,
particularly in the agriculéural areas.
They have been in the habit of getting
small parcels in the shape of vegetables
and other things of that sort sent over
the railways. The rates now. however,
are almost prohibitive. In one instance,
I am told, there has been a 50 per
cent. increase on the carriage of epgs
from Dowerin to Perth.

The Premier: Only for electioneering
purposes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
ought to be smothered with them.

The Premier : Then I should be sweeter
than you are.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
does not look like it. He jokes about
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these increases. Why should a man
have to pay fonrpence for the carriage
of his newspaper from Perth to Tam-
bellup ? Unless poople live in town,
where they can have their paper delivered
to them, they cannot get one at all.

The Premier: The paper could he
sent through the post for a halfpenny.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If should be
possible to send it over the railways.
The Premier made a great boast about
this increase on tho freight of mnews.
papers.

The Premier: No, I did not.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: People along
the railway lines want to know
how the war is gotting on, what the
whesat market is, and how the Covern-
ment are managing the affairs of the
country, but in order to prevent the

people  getiing  their newspapers the
Govermnent have put on this pro-
hibitive rote.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: A West Aus-

trolian costs twopence in J{algoorlie.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is a retro-
grade step to deny the people their full
comforts. When lower freights were
charged under the Liberal Administra-
tion, a profit of £220,000 was made on
our railways. The parcels rates were
then hall the present rates, and yet
profits were higher. Are the Govern-
ment going to keep the parcels rates
ap ?

The Premier :
prove.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
had something to say about commercial
travellers’ tickets. I wonder whether
the revenue lost or gained by the increase
on season tickets.

The Premier : T think it gained.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
had an opportunity of making himself
unpleasant to people who have used the
railways for years and who, notwith-
standing his statements concerning them,
are quite fit to associate with the Minister.
I want to know from the Minister what
arrangements he has made for haulage
of wheat, and for the atorage of wheat
at country sidings. It is of importance
that that naiter should be dealt with

Until conditions im-
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promptly. I know it is useless to ask
the Government to reduce the freight
on wheat, but we may ask them to make
arrangements for proper storage and
speedy transport. I have no more to
say, except to warn the Govermment
that they cannot for ever go on increasing
freights and fares and to warn them
that the question of parcels rates must
be taken into serious consideration.
There have heen numerous complaints
from the people in the country on the
score of the increased rates on small
parcels coming into the City and going
out to the people on the land. I think
there is ample reason for reconsidering
the position.

This eoncluded the general debate on
the Estimates of the Railway Depart-
ment ; item discussed as follows :—

Ttem—Extensions, replacements,
preciation, ete., £10,100.

Mr. HARRISON: I want to know
whether the Minister anticipates that
the accommodation at Carabbin will be
extended soon. Is it included in this
itern ? :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
¢annot inform the hon. member on which
item such expenditure is provided, hut
there is an item from which the money
might be drawn if the department
decido to undertake the work, As the
hon. member knows, the matter has been
receiving the attention of the railway
authorities for some considerable time.
Generally with regard to accommodation
at sidings, in view of the strenuous
financial times in which we are living
I think it is not asking too much that
people should put up with some little
inconvenience as regards accommodation
whilst s0 many wurgent public works
in the shape of railways, harbours, and
g0 forth are needed to provide facilities
for the carriage of produce. The same
thing applies to the construction of
platiorms. I know that as regards
Carabbin, dissatisfaction has been ex-
pressed by the Westonia people expecially
because both the up and the down train
arrive at that station bhetween 2 and
3 o'clock in the morning. After all,
however, ths rush to Westonia is over,

de-
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and that centre has settled down to the
normal.

Mr. HARRISON: I wish to call
the Minister's attention to the amount of
traffic from Westonia.

The Minister for Mines:
traffic is very considerable.
Vote put and pessed.

Vote—T'ourisi resorts, cave houses, elc.,
£9,435—agreed to.

Vote— Yandanooka estate, £25,371:

Itorn—Clerk, £102.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOX:
Government going to pay
a living wage * .

The MINISTER FOR WORTKS : Both
the manager and the clerk receive their
keep on the farm. in addition to their
salaries.

Item—Uypkeep, stock, plant, interest,
ete., £25,000.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: A good
many members have expressed the
view that the Government ought not to
continue farming. simply as farming,
on the scale they arc doing at the present
time. What are their intentions in
regard to Yandanooka ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
hon. members are aware, this estate
was purchased in 1912 and a portion of
it was thrown open for selection. Owing
to the bad season, however, the appli-
cations were not as numerous as it
was anticipeted they would be. It is
hoped, however, in the near future
that application for farms will be more
numerous than they have been in the
past. To c¢nable the department to
derive somwe revenue from the estate,
they started to put cattle on it and
the meat stalle were supplied with
fattened stock. Last vear was not a
favourable one because of the season
and consequently we did not get that
revenue which we expected. It was
considered advisable that an attempt
should be made to improve a portion of
the property and at the outset 100
men were gent there to do some clearing.
We cleared about 7,000 acrres at an
averege cost of 16s. 9d. per acre. Of that
total 5,000 acres has been put under
erop and it is hoped, during next year.

[ know the

Are the
this clerk
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if by that time it has not been possible
to get rid of the property, to put under
crop something like 8,000 acres. The
Government purchased this estate for
closer settlement and the intention is,
as soon as the seasons become more
favourable, to see that closer settiement
is brought about. We want settlers.
not large estates.

Hon. H. B. LEFRQY : T am glad to
hear that it is the intention of the
CGovernment to dispose of the Yan-
danooka estate, because it is in the
interests of the country that that should
be done. TUnder the circumstances there
is some justification for the Ctovernment
having cultivated a portion of it. Still,
I hope it is not their intention to con-
tinue farming operations, which do not
constitute one of the functions of gov-
ernmont.

Mr. CARPVPENTER : T was one of the
interested pariies who visited this estate
a few days ago. I thought there might
be a possibility of the Government
putting into operation what has been
frequently advoeated by social reformers
and those interested in schemes of land
settlement, namely, that there should
be some kind of co-operative settlemont
uncer the direction of Government
expert advisers, and to some extent
under Clovernment control. I am well
aware that experiments have been made
in this way and that they have not
proved successful. I remember some
years ago in South Australia there was
started a village settlement scheme, the
chief feature of which was general
management by a committee of the
settlers, and the Government advanced
up to £100 to each settler. The ssttle-
ment wos a failure to o large extent,
but it was stated, after the experiment
had been made, that there had been an
oversight in allowing a man without
sufficient experience to have the manage-
ment of the land, whereas if it hed been
under the control of someone with expert
knowledge, the experiment might have
proved a success. 1 would like to sec
settlers get some of the advantages which
accrue from living & community lif.., |
know there ars a number of people who
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live ih the country and whoget accus-
tomed to what is termed the isolation of
farming life, and in time these people
tell us that they prefer to live in that
way. L know, however, that the average
man who goes on the land does like to be
somewhere near & mneighbour. In an
estate like that of Yandanooka we could
have a scheme of closer settlernent which
would give the people who take up blocks
an opportunity of living in groups, and
having all the advantages which that
group life conlers. I was impressed by
the success of the operations at the estate,
due, in a Jarge measure, to the unity of
the workers. For instance, instead of
having 20 or 30 men on separate plants,
there was one manager with one plant.
A similar thing would be possible under
co-operative effort.
Vote put and passed.

[Phe Speuker resumed the Cheir.]

I'rogress reported.

RESOLUTION—VENEREAL Dl

BASES, UNIFORM LEGISLATION.

Message received from the Legislative
Council requesting the concurrence of
the Assembly in the following reselu-
tion :—** That, in the opinion of this
House, it is desirable that the Govern-
ment should approach the Governments
of the other States of the Commonwealth
with the object of endeavouring to arrive
at an agreement between all the States
as to the methods to be adopted to stamp
out venereal discases, so that laws may
be enacted in each State to deal with
the evil.”

House adjourned at 11-10 p.n.

[COUNCIL.]

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 27th October, 1915.

Leavae of absence .. 1966

Biile: Geuerul Loan and Inseribed Stook Act
Awmendment, 3. 1966
Yermin Boards Act Amend ment ' 38. 1966
Heulth Act Amendment, report smge 1966
Land Act Amendment, g, . 1966
Mines Regulation Act ‘Amendment, messube 1078

Liceusing Act Amendment Couunuunce.
messige ... 1984
Weights and Meusures, niessage 1986

Industries Assistance Act Ameuﬁmeut
niessage .. 1986

Select Commitlee, Retirement of C. F. ualc 1o
adopt, |Lporl. 1937

Joint Seleet Counnittee, Horse. mcmg ountml
to edopl report... 1989

The PRESIDEXNT took the C(hair at
4.30 p.an., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSEXNCE.

On motion hy Hon. J. CORNELL
(South) leave of absence for the re-
mainder of the session granted to the
Hon. J. B. Dadd on the ground of ill-
Lealth,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, General Loan and Inscribed Stock
Aet Amendment,
Passed.
2, Vermin Boards Act Amendment,
Relurned to the Assembly with amend-
menis.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMEXNT.
Report of Committte adopled,

BILL—LAND ACT AMEXNDMENT.
Second Reading.

The ("OLOXNIAL SECRETARY {(Hon.
J. M, Drew—Central) [4.40] in moving
the serond reading said: This Bill is in-
{roduced in fulfilment of a definite policy
anncueed some lime azo by the Govern-
went of reelassifyving, or repricing land
in the less favoured areas selecledl since
the general advancement in price of all
Crown lands open for selection in 1010,
I need not stress to this Chamber the im-



